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THOMAS STORY" 


IN THE 


MEETING AT, HORSELYDOWN, 
On the 26th Day of February, 17 7. 


Concerning the Diverſity of Opinions 1 Divi- 
ſions in Religion, till ſub Ming in in b hrs « 
tian World. 


Mitb an Obſervation, that the Unity of Chriſti- 
ans never did, nor never will, er can fand 
in Uniformity of 8 or Opinion, but 
in Chriſtian Love only, < | 


E may obſerve, and that with deep con- 
cern of mind, the great variety of oof 
tions and opinions, the manifold dj erences, divi 
fions and uncharitableneſs, ſtill ſubſiſting and 
prevailing in the Chriſtian world; yet this 
variety and difference would not be ſo hurtful 
as it is, if we could retain, or arrive at that ſocial 
| friendſhip and Chriſtian charity one towards ano- 
ther, which the nature and end of that religion 
we all profeſs, does require and demand: but 
the variety of opinions, eſpecially in matters of 
religion, have commonly been accompanied 
mm perſonal and party diſlike, uncharitable- 
A 2 neſs, 


; (.+ 3 
neſs, and, too often, even hatred of thoſe who 
differ from us in our ſentiments that way. Our 
various manners of thinking depend upon our 
ſeveral intereſts, ways of education, or different 
degrees of underſtanding ; ſo that upon the main, 
It is not in our power to think or believe as we 
pleaſe, or ſo as to pleaſe others, or otherwiſe 
than we do, until we are better informed; and 
we ought to uſe all lawful and proper ways and 
means to be rightly informed. But this is no 
new thing, it hath been ſo from the beginning 
of the Chriſtian diſpenſation, and all a-long. 
We may find it was ſo in the days of the apoſ- 
tles, people profeſſing the one, true and living 
God, and the Lord Chriſt the Son of God, dif- 
fered widely at that time, in ſome things. 
And we may alſo obſerve the great influence, 
and effect, which education, and early impreſ- 
ſions, have upon moſt people. Impreſſions of 
religion, or what are ſo eſteemed, take with us 
very early, and there are many who embrace un- 
ſound opinions and principles in time of youth, 
which they retain to the end of their days, if 
they live in the world many years; and if any 
errors obtain with us when we are young in 
years and judgment, they are hardly rooted 
out: nothing can effectually do it, but the clear 
manifeſtations of the divine light of the eſſen- 
tial truth in the underſtanding. 


Errors in education are commonly continued 
by negligence, under a ſelf- ſecurity; many be- 
ing unwilling to come to a ſtrict and painful 
inquiry into their own principles and ſtates. 
But if a man's religion be right, it will endure 
the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny, and if pon a due ſearch 

. it 


1 | 

it appears 10 him to be wrong, he ought to re- 
cede from it, and retain or embrace nothing 
but the truth: there is as great a mixture of 
errors in the Chriſtian world at this day, as any 
time heretofore. And mankind are apt to be 
ſo tenacious of their acquired and imbibed no- 
tions (if moſt heterodox), ſo cenſorious of 
others, and ſo confident and forward are they 
to judge in favour of themſelves, that wanting 
charity, the moſt neceſſary point, they, as un- 
juſt judges, are ready to exclude all others of a 
different way of thinking and profeſſion, even 
out of the favour and kingdom of God. That 
is a very dangerous ſtate indeed; but contrary 
to this, I remember what the apoſtle Peter ſaid, 
and I believe it is altogether true; © Of a truth, 
I perceive, that God is no reſpecter of per- 
« ſons: but in every nation, he that feareth 
te him, and worketh righteouſneſs, is accepted 
ec with him.” Acts, ch. x. ver. 34. This is our 
ſentiment : we have never pretended that reli- 
gion is only among us, excluſive of others; for 
my own. part, I do believe, and may ſay, I 
partly underſtand, that there are ſome among 
every ſect, that might be named, to whom God 
hath regard: they who mind the fear of God, 
and are religious, doing their utmoſt according 
to their knowledge to pleaſe him, are accepted 
of him, under what name ſoever they are diſ- 
tinguiſhed in the world: and according to 
that ſaying of Chriſt, © In my Father's houſe 
te are many manſions,” John xiv. ver. 2. By 
which we may underſtand the various claſles, 
In which the children of men are ranged and 
diſpoſed, in the courſe of Providence. 


A 3 God 


God is the Creator of all, the ſupporter, in 8 
plier and aſſiſter of all, and it is ſincerity in the 
= an truth in the inward parts, that God looks 
at, rather than to the exactneſs and nicety of 
our ſpeculations or opinions. , 


Divers errors, and falſe opinions, have been 
introduced and propagated by tradition among 
the Jews, before the coming of Chriſt in the 
fleſh; and though ſome of them believed that he 
was the Meſſiah, and acknowledged him as 
ſuch, yet many rejected him as a deceiver, till 
after he was crucified, riſen from the dead, and 
the Holy Spirit diſpenſed unto them who be- 
lieved; that the promiſes and predictions of God 
by Moſes and the prophets might be accom- 
Pliſhed : and though many of that people did af- _ 
terwards believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
were made partakers of the promiſe of the Father 
by him, that is, of the Holy Ghoſt, who leadeth 
into all truth, yet they were not led unto all 
truth in an inſtant; they were not perfect either 
in ſanctification or underſtanding at once; for 
there are degrees of manifeſtation, and attain- 
ments in the ſpirit, and ſpiritual knowledge 
and things, ſo that many of them continued 
for a time in ſome of their old opinions and 
traditions, not of the nature of the goſpel of 


Chriſt, which remain among ſome profeſſing _ 


Chriſt until this day. And many more perni- 
cious errors have, in the courſe of ages, been 
invented and added, and have obtained ſince 
in the Chriſtian world, and till ſubſiſt and are 
maintained, and ever will, until the ſpirit of 
Chriſt, the eſſential truth of God, as he is be- 
lieved in, and duly attended and obeyed, as 

| manifeſted 


9 


manifeſted in the hearts of mankind, clear their 


underſtandings from all miſtakes and errors, as 
he gradually ſanctifies their hearts and minds 


from all corruption. There is one inſtance, 


in the days of the apoſtles, more particularly in 


my remembrance, whereby it appears, that 


though ſome of the Jews did believe that the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt was the Meſſiah promiſed, 


yet they were ſtill of opinion the law was in 


force, and were ſo tenacious of it, that ſome of 
them, who preached Chriſt, likewiſe taught, 
that, unleſs they were circumciſed, and kept 
the law, they could not be ſaved ; when, at the 
ſame time, it was abrogated and null by his 
coming, and in which they alſo inſincerely tem- 
poriſed, for fear of perſecution by their per- 
verſe and unbelieving brethren, Gal. ch. vii. ver. 
12, 13. Acts, ch. xv. ver. 1, 5, & 24. 


But the apoſtle Paul, a choſen veſſel of ho- 
nour unto God, a man 5 illuminated, 
a man of ſincerity and truth, and holy fortitude 
and courage, having no other view in preaching 
the goſpel, but the glory and honour of God 
and Chriſt, the diſcharge of the duty of his cal- 
ling, his own ſalvation, and the redemption of 
mankind, bare another teſtimony, and preach- 
ed true doctrine, telling them plainly, and par- 
ticularly the congregation in Galatia, that if 
they were circumciſed, Chriſt ſhould profit 
them nothing, and that ſuch were ſtill debtors 

to do the whole law of Moſes, which brought 
them back from the liberty of the goſpel, and 
that they were falling from grace, Gal. ch. v, 
ver. 1, 2, 3, 4, and ſee alſo, Acts, ch. xv. ver. 
1. 24. And again, returned under the yoke of 
8 A 4 bondage, 
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bondage, the law of ceremonies, and cardinal 
ordinances, under ſtatutes that were not good, 
Ezek. ch. xx. ver. 25. And by the works of 
the law ſhall no man living be juſtified. 


This apoſtle, as well as the reſt of them, 
having by ſound doctrine, condemned that er- 
_ ror, proceeds to preach ſalvation unto them by 
faith in Chriſt, by whom alone they could be 
ſaved, ſaying, In Chriſt Jeſus, neither cir- 
e cumciſion availeth any thing, nor uncircum- 
ce ciſion, but faith, which worketh by love,” 
Gal. ch. v. ver. 6. Circumciſion therefore, or 
any other ceremony of the law, or other cere- 
mony invented, imitated, and impoſed by man, 
if they continued in them, would be fo far 
from contributing any thing to their ſalvation, 
that they would rather hinder, and if they did 
diſcontinue the practice of ſuch things, nei- 
ther would a bare departure from them avail 
any thing without faith in the Son of God.— 
Likewiſe, there are many at this day, who have 
entered into the profeſſion of the Chriſtian re. 
ligion occaſionally, and received divers notions 
and opinions under which they have been edu- 
cated, by tradition only, from their parents and 
tutors ; and ſome alſo, by hearing public diſ- 
courſes upon points of doctrine, as they have 
been accounted, and reading the holy ſcrip- 
tures, and reaſoning upon them in their carnal 
minds, and other books treating of religion, 
according to the various tions of the authors, 
true or falſe, and have imbibed and adopted 
ſuch things as beſt ſuited their own way of 
thinking or imaginations. And others, being 
altogether indolent and thoughtleſs, fit down un- 
| „ 


LE. 
der the traditions, or ſayſoes of their fathers and 
predeceſſors, though heterodox, take them for 
granted, and inquire no further to the end of 
their days. And ſome are of opinion, that man- 
kind muſt of neceſſity be baptized, or ſprink- 
led with water, in ſome manner or other, or 
they cannot be ſaved; and likewiſe, that eat- 
ing and ſupping bread and wine, in ſome mode 
or other, in commemoration of the death and 
ſufferings of Chriſt, is neceſſary to ſalvation, 
and by which they think they obtain grace from 
God by him, and by the omiſſion whereof they 
think men fall ſhort of the performance of the 
ordinances of God in the goſpel. 
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Now, as long as thoſe perſons, whoever they 
be, and under what denomination ſoever they 
go, or in what claſs ſoever of Chriſtians they 
are ranged, ſo long as they: really believe in 
their hearts they ought to do theſe things, hav- 
ing been once in uſe among Chriſtians in the 
time of their minority in the faith of Chriſt, 
they do not fin in practiſing them, though they 
may think themſelves ſinners if they ſhould 

neglect them.—But if any among ſuch, or 
others, ſhould, through the goodneſs of God, 
be favoured with the divine and inward mani- 
feſtation of Chriſt, the eternal and living ſub- 
ſtance, without the uſe or performance of thoſe 
outward things, as there are many ſo favoured 
at this day, ſuch are under no obligation at all 
to uſe them any more. 


And if ſuch, who ſtill remain ignorant of 
Chriſt, though they may believe that he is, and 
is afar off, and will come hereafter, and do 

cenſure, 


(w) 


cenſure, revile, and vilify, hate and reproach; 


and otherwiſe perſecute and deſtroy thoſe who 


are thus favoured of God, and exempted from 
the uſe of thoſe things, they ſin againſt God, 
notwithſtanding the ſtricteſt practice of any 
outward things they may think or call ordi- 
nances of Chriſt : becauſe perſecution and de- 
ſtruction, on any pretence whatever, is immo- 
ral and antichriſtian ; and ſuch are alſo contra: 
dicting and oppoſing the work and diſpenſation 
of God, and liberty of the goſpel, at this day, 
in and among his children and choſen people. 
Again, moſt among us, and likewiſe many a- 
mong other profeſſions, have never come under 
the adminiſtration of thoſe outward things at 
all, in any form, yet are no better by only de- 
clining or neglecting them, nor by ſuch omiſ- 
fion only are they initiated into our religion, - 
or the profeſſion of thoſe with whom they may 
happen to be in outward ſociety under any 
name or diſtinftion. For as at that time, nei- 
ther circumciſion nor uncircumciſion availed 
any thing to religion, but faith which worketh 
by love; even ſo now at this day, neither the 
adminiſtration of water, or bread and wine, in 
any form, or by whatſoever adminiſtrator a- 
mong the children of men, under any qualifi- 
cation whatſoever, or under whatever circum- 
ſtances as to time or times, poſture or place, 
availeth any thing; but the ſame living faith, 
grounded upon the ſenſible operation of the 
word of God, its immediate object in that 
heart where it is wrought, by the manifeſta- 
tion of divine love. Dy, | 


And if we, who profeſs the truth of God, the 
true Chriſtian religion, have not obtained this. 
moſt precious faith, of gy is vain, it is 


a lie, we are falſe witneſſes, yet in our ſin, and 
miſerable.— And therefore, let us take the good 


and ſafe counſel of that great apoſtle, to exa- 


mine ourſelves and prove our ownſelves 1 
one for one), whether we be in this faith, an 


whether Chriſt be thus in us, leſt we profeſs 


him in vain to become in us by his holy ſpirit, 


and our works give us the lie, and declare we 
are reprobates: but I truſt ye are not repro- 


bates, but rather the ſaved of the Lord. Dear 
friends, we can never be too ſecure, in a thin 
of the higheſt importance to us in this world, 
and that which is to come. 15 
Seeing then this faith is the firſt main point 
here propoſed, in order to our ſalvation, it 
implies, that there muſt be a proper, power- 
ful, and ſaving object, to be believed in, and 
means to obtain it, without which it could 
not be, Whom, therefore, muſt we mortals be- 
lieve and confide in, and unto whom muſt we 
look for this faith? for we cannot acquire it by 
any power, or faculty, or ſearch of our own; 
we cannot believe what we pleaſe, or reject what 
we will,—This faith is the gift of G 


fore, ſuch as have not through his grace already. 
obtained it, muſt look unto him only for it. 


And if we believe any thing of the Chriſtian 
religion, or in Chriſt, in any ſenſe or degree 
— 5 doubt not but that we all do) and yet are 
not arrived at the full experience of the bleſ- 


ſed effects of it in our hearts ; let ſuch be like 


minded with him of old, who ſaid unto the 
1 1 Son 
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Son of God, in an humble mind and ſenſe of 
his own weakneſs, and with good deſires of im- 
provement, Lord, I believe, help thou mine 
« unbelief,“ Mark, ch. ix. ver 23, 24. 


And as to the object of this faith, the Son 
of God hath told us, as we have it recorded in 
holy ſcripture, Ye believe in God, believe 
« alſo in me,” John, ch. xiv. ver. 1. So that 
the Father and the Son, the Lord Chriſt, are the 
true and only objects of this faith, and they are 
one, and he is antichriſt that denieth the Father 
and the Son, 1ſt John, ch. 2. ver. 22. But 
ſome may have ſearched the ſcripture concern- 
ing this faith, and believed 7here is 1725 a thing, 
and read many other books, and conſidered 
them, and compared one part of ſcripture with 
another, and one book with another, and what 
the authors have wrote on this ſubje& ; he may 
with much zeal and good intent, have gone 
from meeting to meeting, and one famed preach- 
er to another, and heard of many good and 
fine things, delivered with exa# connection of 
parts according to art, and with very beautiful 
and agreeable eloquence, and may have a large 
colle;on of points and particulars in his memory, 
and in notes and references: but does all this 
give the man faith that works by love? No, 
this man may conceive a good opinion of thoſe 
things he hears or reads, and may aſſent in his 
head to matters of fact reported, or the moral 
truths of doctrines, and yet be till ignorant of 
the gift of God; and as the woman of Samaria 
was, though talking with the Saviour of the 
world, the author and finiſher of that faith, con- 
cerning the religions profeſſed and * 

. that 


„V 


that time, and yet both religions, and the diſ- 


puters of them, ſhort of the truth. 


But the faith which the apoſtle there men- 
tions, as ſo abſolutely needful, is (as J have 
ſaid) the gift of God. It comes by the operation 


of the Holy Spirit of Cbriſt, the word of life, in 


the hearts of all mankind who are favoured with 
it, and this word is in all men; the true and 
eſſential divine light, which ligbieth every man 
that cometh into the world. And when a man 
doth feel the Holy Ghoſt, the Spirit of Chriſt, 
working in his heart, and ſhining into his mind, 
and illuminating his underſtanding, the convin- 
_cing and ing wiſdom and power of God, 
Chriſt who is that wiſdom and power, and 
the Father will then be the immediate and pre- 
ſent objelt of the faith and mind of him, who 
receives it by this bleſſed operation. This is the 

way by which faith is given of God, though it 
pleaſeth him, in the ſuperaboundings of his 
_ goodneſs and mercy, ſometimes to convey or 
begin this faith in the hearts of men by the 
miniſtry of choſen inſtruments, whom he hath fitted 
to co-operate with him in his own power, and 
under his own immediate direction and con- 


duct: as ſaith the ſame apoſtle, Though you 


have ten thouſand inſtructors in Chriſt, yet 
« have ye not many fathers. For in Chriſt 
ce Jeſus I have begotten you through the goſ- 
f© pel. 1 Cor; ch. iv. ver. 75. | | 


This Faith, therefore, is eaſily underſtood by 
mankind, of the loweſt capacities as men; they 
can feel, and they can hear and ſee, and there- 


by become fully certain of the Divine Object, 
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( 14 ) | 7 
who gives them theſe ſenſes, who opens their eyes 
to ſee him, who otherwiſe is inviſible, to feel the 
ſweet influence of his divine love and goodneſs, 
and hear the ſoul-quickening words of the ſpirit 
of life, ſpeaking /a/vation and immortality in 
them, to their unutterable joy and conſolation. 


They then believe, not only reſpecting the 
coming of the Son of God in the Fleſh among 
the Jews in that day, but as revealed in themſelves 
in this day; and herein, and not in hearſay only, 
ſtandeth our ſalvation. E 907 Þ 


This faith is not only revealed in us as an 
elfect of the love of God, through Chriſt our 
Saviour, but it worketh, and increaſeth like- 
wiſe, by love on our part towards God; and we 

rove our love to him, by leaving off and deny- 
ing ourſelves of whatſoever we ſee or perceive, 
by his divine light in our underſtandings to be 
wrong, or contrary to his holy will and mind, 
or not agreeable unto the Lord, or his attributes, 
and by our humility before him, and obedience, 
not only to all his commandments as written 
in the book, but alſo, to all ſuch as we receive 
from the voice of his quickening word as ma- 
nifeſted in our hearts, whether in ſaying, doing, 
or ſuffering for his name and glory, according 
as he requires. 


Thus faith worketh, and increaſeth alſo, by 
obedience; that faith which is without obedience, 
worketh not by love, and is not /aving; for, 
ſaith the Son of God, „If a man love me, he 
c will keep my words, and my Father will love 

£3 29 * him, 


K 25 
* him, and we will come unto him, and make 
our abode with him,“ John, ch, xiv. ver. 23. 


True faith, working by love, overcomes the 
world, but feigned faith, being dead, is overcome 
by the ſpirit of the world through many luſts. 
True faith overcomes all the luſts, and evil mo- 
tions of the feb, and of the eye, the evil paſ- 
ſions of the heart and mind are overcome, de- 


ſtroyed and done away thereby, 


There is a cogent power and virtue in this 
faith, by which, as a ſhield, all the fiery darts 
of the devil and his agents, and his and. their 
envy, within and without, are quenched and re- 
pelled, according to the doctrine of the apoſ- 
tle upon another occaſion, when deſcribing the 
whole armour of light, the only proper ac- 

coutrements of a Chriſtian warrior. This faith, 
I fay, overcomes the world, within and with- 
out: but hiſtorical faith, where there is only 
that, or that which comes by tradition only, is 
overcome by the world, and the ſpirit of it; 
how much more, therefore, are they avercome 
thereby, who have no faith ? Which is the caſe 
of all perſecutors, for they who are only born 
after the fleſh, always, one way or another, by 
word or action, and often by their /aws and 
ordinances, perſecute them who are born, firſt af- 
ter the fleſh, and afterward after the ſpirit. And 
yet the faithful in Chriſt (who overcame the 
world by ſuffering), alſo overcome in and by 
him, of whom they are born, though the world 
be full of enemies, ſpiritual and temporal, and 
of ſpiritual wickedneſs in high places and ſta- 
| tions 
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tions in the earth, fortified by the weapons of 
the evil one, 


This faith, the Son of God points at, where 
he ſaith, If ye have faith as a grain of muf- 
te tard feed, ye ſhall ſay unto this mountain, 
* remove hence to yonder place, and it ſhall 
© remove, and nothing ſhall be impoſſible un- 
ee to you.” That is to ſay, if we mortals have 
this faith which works by love, whatever 4 
ficulties and temptations we find in our way and 
progreſs, through this vexatious and trouble- 
ſome world, it overcomes and removes them 
all, and ſmooths our way, ſo that we may walk 
forward to the end of our journey to eternal 
reſt, without falling. 5 


Now, as we go along, let a ſerious conſide- 
ration paſs through every mind this evening, 
and let us all examine ourſelves; what do we 
know of this faith? This lays hold of the ſav- 
ing power of Chrift by love, as the ſame apoſtle 
allo ſaith in another place, © By grace, ye are 
« ſaved, through faith, and that not of your- 
e ſelves, it is the gift of God,“ Epheſ. ch. ii. 
ver. 8. Seeing then that grace which ſaves, 
and that faith by which we hero to that grace, 
are the gifts of God; that faith, belief, or opt- 
nion, which is only acquired any other way, ts 
not ſaving. 1 


But to go on further with what was likewiſe 
written at another time by the ſame apoſtle unto 
the church at Corinth, „ Circumciſion is noth- 
« ing, and uncircumciſion is nothing, but the 
« keeping of the commandments of God.” 


WT: =: 
By what means then ſhall we poor: mortals; 
who are continually ſurrounded with many - 
weakneſſes and infirmities, keep the command- 
ments of God in the perfections of them; be- 
ing ſo far out of our reach and power, in the 
low ſtate we find ourſelves - by our nature and 
conſtitution ? for here the apoſtle ſaith, in ef- 
fect, that all our opinions and religion are vain 
and unavailable, unleſs we keep the command. 
ments of God: which naturally moves this queſ- 
tion; What are thoſe commandments, ſo need- 
ful to be obſerved and kept? The Son of God 
himſelf informs us, where he faith, © A new 
« commandment I give unto you, that ye love 
© one another, as I have loved you, that ye alſo 
© love one another. By this ſhall all men know 
ce that ye are my.diſciples, if ye have love one 
« towards another.” John, ch. xiii. ver. 34 
and 35, and ch. xv. ver. 17. And we are fur- 
ther informed likewiſe by the apoſtle Fohn, by 
the authority of Chriſt ; * Brethren, I write no 
« new commandment unto you, but an old 
«commandment, which ye had from the be- 
« ginning, the old commandment is the word, 
ce which we have heard from the beginning.” 
1ſt John, ch. ii. ver. 7, and 2d John, ch. v. 
John, ch, xii. ver. 50. * e 
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What commandment was that (does any one 
aſk) which they had from the beginning? It was 
the ſame which they had of God, from near 
the time when they began to be his people, by 
Faith in his promiſes, under a covenant of works 
at Mount Sinai in the wilderneſs, where the 
ten commandments were given unto them on 
tables of ſtone, which were contrary unto —_— 

Pak | B an 


; * 
is 

and which they could not keep in that dege- 
nerate ſtate in which they then were, ſee Exod. 
ch. xix. ver. 3, 5, 6, and ch. xxxiv. ver. 27. and 
ch. xx. But God, who is altogether good 
juſt, knowing their weakneſs, and how little 
able they were rightly to perform all his 
moral commandments, though given for their 
improvement as rational creatures; was pleaſed 
to add another commandment, upon receiving 
and believing whereof, their ability to perform 
all the reſt, and the doing of the whole will 
of the Almighty, did and doth depend; and 
without which they could not do it, but muſt 
remain in ſin, under the breach of the pro- 
miſe and covenant they had made with and 
unto God. 1 | 


Far, ſometime after they had received the ten 
commandments (and ſome other moral pre- 
cepts), to which they promiſed obedience, God 
added another by the ſame mediator in this 
manner, For this commandment which I 
& command thee this day, is not Hidden from 
ec thee, neither is it far off: it is not in hea- 
« yen, that thou ſhouldſt ſay, who ſhall go up 
& for us to heaven, and bring it unto us, that 
& we may hear it and do it? Neither is it be- 
« yond the ſea, that thou ſhouldſt ſay, who 
e ſhall go over the ſea for us, and bring it 
«© unto us, that we may hear it and do it? 
« But the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy 
ce mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayſt do 

ch. XXX. ver. 11. K. 


This commandment then they had from the 
time they were in the wilderneſs, that * 
| E 


(©2873 
and ſeventy elders preached by this eternal, 
everliving, and unchangeable word and com- 
mandment, unto them there, Numb. ch. xi, 


ver. 25 to 29. 


This is the law, which was a /ipht unto the 
ſpiritually minded among them, and as a lan 
which burned in them, and ſeaſoned, and ſanfified 
all their offerings and ſervices, and made them 
acceptable unto God. This was the light to 
their eps, and lantern to their paths: their de- 
parture from this, ſo far as that there was no 
light in them, was the true cauſe of their de- 
parture from the law and zeſtimony outwardly ; 
from minding and keeping the ten moral com- 
mandments of God: whereby they provoked 
the Lord againſt them, and loſt his protection 
and their ſtrength, ſo as that, he gave them as a 


prey to their enemies, together with the land 


of promiſe, (for a time) which they had juſtly 
forfeited by their diſobedience and rebellion, 


And it is very obſervable, that the ſame 


which Moſes calls the commandment then given 
or declared unto that people, the apoſtle calls 
Chriſt : for referring to the ſame ſcripture writ- 
ten by Moſes, he ſaith, “ But the righteouſ- 


neſs, which is of faith, ſpeaketh on this 
cc wiſe: ſay not in thine heart, who ſhall aſ- 
„ cend into heaven? (that is to bring Chriſt 
ce down from above) or who ſhall deſcend in- 
ce to the deep? (that is, to bring up Chriſt 


« again from the dead) but what faith 
« it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy 


* mouth and in thy heart: that is the word 


c of faith, which we preach,” ſee Deut. 


B 3 ch, 
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ch. xxx. ver. 14. Rom. ch. x. ver. 6, 7, and 8. 


This word of faith then is Chriſt, as he is the 
word of God, and is God, and the true hght, 


which lighteth every man that cometh into the 


world, ſee John, ch. i. ver. 9. and ch, xil, ver. 
46. ch. 111. ver. 19. . 


And after the Son of God had thus eſta- 
bliſhed the old commandment, which had not 
only been from the beginning of the diſpen- 


ſation of God to Iſrael, but from the founda- 


tion of the world, and before all worlds, and 


by whom the worlds were made; he then 


adds another commandment, ſaying, © A new 


e commandment I give unto you, that you 
& love one another, as I have loved you, that 


« ye alſo love one another. By this ſhall all 


ee men know, that ye are my diſciples, if ye have 


cc Jove one to another.” John, ch. xiii. ver. 
34, 35, and ch. xv. ver. 12. 17. 


This is a perpetual and irrevocable command 
unto all Chriſtians, to be taught them by him- 
ſelf and his miniſters, from generation to ge- 
neration, to the end of the world, though they 


may be of differing notions and opinions, and 
various ways of thinking in ſome matters of 


religion; and if ſo, then, though I may retain 
ſome opinions which thou canſt not believe or 


receive, but thinkſt them erroneous ; yet, accord- 


ing to this new commandment, as well as the old, 
which ſaith, Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as 
thyſelf, thou muſt love me, if not my opinions. 
How otherwiſe canſt thou love or pleaſe God, 


whoſe commandments they are, or ſtand juſti- 


fied before him in the day of judgement? 
And, 


( 2x ) 

And, notwithſtanding, thou mayſt have ſen- 
timents oppoſite to mine, and, as I may think, al- 
together erroneous and contrary to religion, 

I muſt not hate, or diſlike thee perſonally, but 
love thee under the ſame obligation and pe- 
nalty ; for the Son of God hath not made uni- 

+ formity of opinions any condition to this duty of 

ocial love. And as we cannot be both right, 
under oppoſite ſentiments, on any point (and per- 
adventure both parties may be wrong in their 
ways of thinking), yet God loved us all whilſt 
yet wrong in our zotions and practice, and by 
his divine grace, taught, or would teach us, in 
the gentleneſs and meekneſs of his holy ſpirit: 
and ſo ought we, through the ſame grace, to 
help and inform one another in the things of 
God, as brethren in love, and not to impoſe or 
obtrude our ſentiments one upon another as lords 
and enemies, in anger, in railing, and perverſe 
diſputes, and imperious inſults, nor in hate, con- 
teſts, paſſions, and reſentments ; all which are con- 
trary to the Chriſtian faith, religion, and ſpirit, 
and to thoſe commandments, and gender to more 
ungodlineſs: but we may, and ought to per- 
ſuade one another in love, in truth; for truth 
armeth with patience againſt wrath and error, 
and angry conteſts, and quarrels : truth hath an 
eye only to the convincement, converſion and 
ſalvation, of thoſe we reaſon with, to the doing 
of the commandments of God, and good of 
ſouls of every opinion, and not for victomy, or 
conquelt, and vain glory therein. | 
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If Chriſtians would generally come to this, 
there would be leſs hurt, in our differences in 


_ © Opinions than now 1s, or heretofore hath been: 
SE B 3 | but 


CE 
but there is a numerous ſect, which, not re- 
garding the kingdom of Chrift, which is not of 
this world, but zhem/elves and their own inte- 
reſts and party, have flolen into worldly power 
under a profeſſiun of Chriſt, and clothed them- 
ſelves with worldly honours, dignities and glory, 


Which are not of God, but contrary to the na- 


ture and end of the kingdom of Chriſt; and 


under pretence of being minifters of Chriſt, 


ſervants of the church of God, exalting them- 


ſelves into high places in the earth, have forgot 


and deſpiſed the Lord and his commandments, 
and lorded over the heritage of God, and the 
reſt of mankind; and inventing to themſelves 
many falſe opinions, have impoſed them, and 
their own precepts and commands, by force 
and violence upon other people, contrary to the 
precepts of God, and of Jeſus Chriſt the Son 
of God; and have moſt uncharitably, barba- 


rouſly, and inhumanly, pillaged, plundered, 


vilified, belied, falſely accuſed, and even as 
much as they could, murdered and deſtroyed, all 
thoſe who could not, for conſcience toward God, 
worſhip their images, and comply with their 
falſe opinions and antichriſtian inventions, when- 
ever they have had opportunity and power. 


Theſe are the evil and deſtructive fruits and 


effects of that ſpirit of antichriſt, who, pro- 


feſſing Chriſt in words, denieth him in works, 
and being departed from Chriſt and this com- 
mandment, is become his enemy, and an ene- 
my implacable to all that are bora of God 
by him. | | 


But 


(an 3 
But this commandment is the living la 
from the holy anointing, which teacheth all things, 
and ſhining in the ſoul, illuminates the ander- 
ftanding, and fills the heart with divine /ove, and 
Joy, which honours and merge God, _ "—_ 
alſo towards man. 211870 


If mankind mould Aae to this b im- 
mortal law, the inward appearance of Chriſt, 
the word of God, they would then have /ove- 
to God, and one toward another in him: but 
this is not to be acquired by any ability or con- 
trivance of our own as creatures, but as we 
come to truſt in God 1 this . which Works 
by love. 


Again, the third time, the 1 expreſſeth 


the ſame thing in the ſame epiſtle to the Ga- 
latians; “ In Chrift Jeſus neither circumciſion 
« nor uncircumciſion availeth any thing, but a 
c new creature. And as many as walk accord- 
< 1ng to this rule, peace be on them and mercy, 
and upon the Trael of God.“ Gal. ch, vi. 
ver. 15, 16. Tit 


Here is the reſult and perfection of all, the 
way to divine and everlaſting peace and recon- 
ciliation with God, to be born again, and be- 
come a new creature; for unleſs a man be born 
again, he cannot.enter the kingdom of God. 
And unleſs we believe in the word of God, 
the eternal, everliving commandment, as revealed 
in the heart, we can never attain this fate by 
all our own faculties and abilities, how ſtrong 
and lucid ſoever they may be. 
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| Didſt thou give thyſelf thy being, O vain 
cCcCionceited mortal? Thou wilt juſtly anſwer, No. 
No more canſt thou bring forth thyſelf in the 
likeneſs of God, in righteouſneſs and true holi- 
neſs. This is the work of God, through his 
eternal word, and the quickening power of it, 
and not of man: he who guickeneth, and he who 
| is quickened, are not the ſame; it is God, who 
| of his free will and abundant mercy in Chriſt, 
| worketh in man; but it is man who believeth 
in him who wworketb, and who, through grace, 
obeyeth, and becomes co-worker with God in 
his own ſalvation, | 


© | And, therefore, let every one of us inquire, 
| and ſay in our own hearts, what do I know of 
mh this great work, or of this mighty power to have 

wrought, or is now working in me? A work 
made ſo abſolutely neceſſary to my ſalvation by 
the doctrine of the Son of God! | 


Some people embrace certain notions and 
principles of what they call religion, by tradi- 
tion from their parents or teachers, in their infan- 
cy, before they have underſtanding to diſtin- 
guiſh truth from error, in matters of ſo great 
importance, and through a ſupine indolence go 
on therein, without any farther concern, or 
ſearch, unto old age, and are no nearer this 

change than in their firſt production; but I 
would not have it to be ſo with any one in this 


large meeting this evening. 


Fobn the Baptiſt was ſent to preach repent- 
ance to the Fews, who, though profeſſors of the 
only religion eſtabliſhed by Divine authority 

| a 


4 


( 25 ) 
in that day, yet were finners by the breach'of 
their covenant with God. And Chriſt and his 
diſciples, likewiſe preached the ſame, ſaying, 


« The kingdom of heaven is at hand,” as moſt - 


neceſſary, in the firſt place, for the ſtate of 
that people. And it is as neceſſary now to 


preach repentance to mankind, profeſſing the 


only true religion eſtabliſhed by Chriſt : for 
notwithſtanding our accidental profeſſing of it, 
all men being firſt in a natural ſtate, and ar- 
riving to maturity, are generally ſinners, of- 
fending againſt the law of God written in 


them, in one thing or another, in the courſe of 


life; and have need of repentance in this age, 
as well as they had in that: and mankind ever 
will have need of repentance, from age to age, 
throughout all generations, for the ſame rea- 
ſon. And though it is above ſeventeen hun- 
dred years ſince the time that Chriſt and his 
apoſtles preached repentance to the Jews, and 
proclaimed the kingdom of heaven to be at 
hand, yet mankind by nature depraved, and 
ſinners and impenitent, are now as far from 
the kingdom of God, and no nearer than they 
were, and ever will be ſo, until they believe in 
the word of Jife, and repent and forſake their 
ſins. 85 | 


But repentance is the gift of God, and his 
work, and it 1s not in the power and will of the 
ſinner to repent when he pleaſes, Acts, ch. v. 
ver. 31. and ch. xi. ver. 18. and 2. Tim. ch. 
11, ver. 23, and Rom. ch. 11. ver. 4. 


We can never truly repent of the errors ofC 


our ways and fins, until we ſee and underſtand 
| them 
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them to be fo: for many talk of fin, and con- 
feſs themſelves ſinners in a traditional way, who 
do not repent. But O ſinful man, whoſoever 
thou art, haſt thou ever ſo ſeen ſin in thy own 


heart, and has thy underſtanding been ſo convin- 


cedof thy errors as ſincerelyto repent and become 
ſenſible of the life of the Son of God in thy own 
foul, ſo as to rule and reign there; that where 
fin hath abounded, grace and truth may much 
more abound, to the glory of God, and com- 
pletion of their own ſalvation ? 


For when man /eeth his fins, ſo as they be- 
come exceeding ſinful in his fight, and his ſoul 
heavy loaden therewith, and through grace re- 
penteth and forſaketh them, then by the good- 
neſs and mercy of God, declared in the blood 
of Chriſt, he hath a free and full pardon of 
them ſealed unto him, zeftiFed by the holy ſpirit 
of Chriſt, by whom he is convinced that he 1s 
a ſinner. And then by the ſame ſpirit, man 
likewiſe ſeeth there is an abſolute neceſſity of 
being ſanctified; for though the as of ſin may 
be pardoned, which may have been done againſt 
the commandment of God, yet the evil Hes, 
the ſtain and pollution of fin may, and will, re- 
main in the heart, till done away and deſtroy- 
ed by the Lord Jeſus ' Chriſt, divinely and in- 
wardly revealed and manifeſted : for the ſame 
ſpirit that convinceth man of fin, redeemeth him 
from fin, and all the defilements of it. And be- 
ing thus ſanctified by the Son, we love, honour, 
and obey the Father and the Son, and love and 
hold faſt the great and living commandment, and 
truly delight in the doing of it. For becauſe 
we then love God in his own love, we obey ay 

or 


„ 


for a man will not obey one he doth not love 


but from compulſion; and then he hath no reward, 


which is not the way of God with mankind; 


for the whole ſalvation of God to mankind 


worketh only by love. The Father ſent, and 
ſtill ſendeth the Sox, in love: the Son ſuffered, 
and ſuffereth, in love: the ſpirit worketh and 


completeth the immortal /aw of love and life 


in mankind, in the power of the Father, who 
is love. Us 


I would have all to look unto God for reli- 
gion this way, for this is religion indeed, with- 
out which all zetions and ſpeculations about it, 
how neceſſary ſoever ſuĩited to the letter of the 
ſcriptures themſelves, by the wiſdom and fubtilty 
of man, are vain and null, and avail nothing 
to the redemption or ſalvation of the ſoul, 


Let all, therefore, look to this new and liv- 
ing commandment, and then, though at firſt 
appearance it condemns thy fins in thee, yet, as 
thou believeſt, loveſt and obeyeſt it, and art ſancti- 
fied thereby, thou will feel the love of God ſhed 
abroad in thy heart, to the deſtruction of all 
ſlaviſn fear; and then thou wilt love the Lord 
the true God, with all thy heart, with all thy 
ſoul, and mind, which is the firſt and great 
commandment, and thy neighbour as thyſelf, 
which is the ſecond, and conſequently do thy 
whole duty to God and man: for on theſe two de- 
pend the whole Chriſtian faith and religion: 
But oh! how will too many who are neighbours, 
profeſſing the holy Chriſtian faith and religion, 


hate, belie, revile, falſely accuſe, vilify, abuſe, - 


wrong, defraud, back-bite, traduce, and ſure 
: miſe 
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( 28 ) 
miſe evil one againſt another, and offend ; and 
others become tale-bearers and meſſengers of 
evil among neighbours, to the leſſening and 
deftruttion of all love and peace, and conſequent- 
ly of all virtue and religion among them: and 
again, how ready are many to receive thoſe evil 
meſſengers of fin and Satan, and their falſe re- 
ports, and to conceive, and take offences there- 


by one againſt another; and by the whiſperings 
of Satan, only in their own imaginations, when 


no offence is at all given, intended, or os an 
of by the perſon accuſed. _ 


And then how ſpitefully, and with mortal 


anger, rage, hatred, malice, and revenge, will 


the offended reſent the injuries, or imagined 
injuries done them, ſo as never to be reconci- 
led to the parties offending, or being innocent, 
ſuppoſed only to have offended. 


The habitations of all ſuch are far from God ; 
they are in the gall of bitterneſs, and, in that 
ſtate, the di/ciples and friends of the evil one, 
and not of the truth, and their IO (as 
to themſelves) is a continual lie. 


And yet, ſuch is the eoduek and mercy of 


the Father in the Son, that when through the 


reproofs and rebukes of his Holy Spirit in 
their intervals and calm times (for ſuch they 
are favoured with), they ſee themſelves, feel 
the load of their fins, want redemption, believe 
in the Son of God, cry earneſtly for ſalvation ; 
to be relieved from under the heavy yoke of 


Satan and their own luſts, then the Lord hear- 


eth 


E { 239 ) 
eth from heaven, his dwelling-place, and hath 
compaſſion upon them, „ 


And then, through the operation of the ſpi- 
rit of the Son of God, they come to be born 
again, of the nature of him who never fell, but 
laid down his life for mankind, whilſt yet ene- 
mies in the image, and nature of the firſt Adam, 
who fell from his firſt ſtate, and then all thoſe 
evils are done. away and deſtroyed : and then 
the old man, with all thoſe evils, is put off, 
and the new, with all his righteouſneſs, holi- 


neſs, and truth, is put on, to our everlaſting 


reconciliation with God our Father, and one 
with another in him, and to our complete re- 
ſtoration and eſtabliſhment for ever, above all 
- temptation or fear of any future fall. | 


It is written in the holy ſcripture, you know, 
as the doctrine of Chriſt, that unleſs a man 
be born again, he cannot enter the kingdom 
of heaven; nevertheleſs, though by this doctrine 
it is declared impoſſible for mankind to be 


ſaved in the fallen ſtate of the firſt Adam, yet 


all things being poſſible with God, he hath re- 
vealed a way whereby all mankind may be 
ſaved. | 15 ; 


When a man is convinced in his heart of 
any particular fin, by which he hath been often 
overcome, and which hath been unto him as a 
right hand, or eye, and which he hath, at 
length, ſeen, through the divine light in his 
underſtanding, to be evil, and in his own 
ſtrength, ſtrove againſt it, but in vain, and 
concludes it impoſſible for him ever to reſiſt itz 
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4 5 J 
yet, as he believeth in that 7ight, and turneth his 
mind inward toward it, there is ſufficient power 
and virtue therein, to overcome the evil, how 
owerful ſoever; as is ſaid of God, who is that 
light, © That he worketh in you, both to will, 
cc and to do of his good pleaſure,” And yet we 
muſt be co-workers with him of our own 
ſalvation, and that, © with fear and trembling.” 


Phil. ch. 11. ver. 12, 13. And then we do not + 


only Believe, but ſee, and feel, by happy expe- 
rience, what God the Lord is able and willing 
to do, and hath done and finiſhed in us, and 
for us, our complete redemption and eſtabliſh- 
ment for ever. And as it 1s alſo written, con- 
cerning them who are gone before unto glory; 
e Not by works of righteouſneſs which we 
ce have done, but according to his mercy he 
ce ſaved us, by the waſhing of regeneration, and 
ec renewing of the Holy Ghoſt.” Tit. ch. iii. 
ver. 5. And again, © By grace ye are ſaved, 
& through faith, and that not of yourſelves, 
ce it is the gift of God.” Epheſ. ch. ii. ver. 8. 


And thus hath he likewiſe, through the ſame 
mercy, opened unto us the way of regenera- 
tion, by which we too may be fitted for a full 
entrance into the ſame glory, and inheritance, 
which fadeth not, - at the concluſion of our 
days, if through the ſame grace, and faithful- 
neſs thereunto, we hold out to the end. 


This is a great privilege and advancement 
indeed, for the children of the firſt Adam to be 
born of the ſecond Adam, and for ever eſta- 
bliſhed in him immortal. The firſt Adam you 
have heard, was made a living ſoul, but the 

| | ſecond , 


„ 


ſecond Adam is not made, but begotten of the 
Father and his quickening ſpirit. The firſt 


Adam was of the earth, and was earthly, bur 


the ſecond Adam is the Lord from heaven. To 


the firſt Adam under the offence, the Creator 
ſaid, *Duſt thou art, and unto duſt thou ſhalt 
<« return; but abundance of grace being re- 
vealed through Jęſus Chriſt, the ſecond Adam, 
it is alſo written, the hour 1s coming, and now 
is, when the dead ſhall hear the voice of the 


Son of God, and they that hear ſhall live, John, 


ch. V. Ver. 25. 2 > 


In hearing, therefore, the divine voice of 
the all-quickening ſpirit of the Son of God, 


and believing therein, we come to hve unto God, 


and no more unto ourſelves, as it is alſo 
written, The juſt ſhall live by faith, And being 
born of God, in our inner man, that lam, 
and commandment, which was ſo contrary to 
the propenſity of our nature, and ſeemed im- 
poſſible to be performed by us, whilſt the na- 
ture of the firſt Adam bare rule in us, becomes 
a law of nature unto us, when born of the life 
and mature of the ſecond Adam, and his Holy 
Spirit becomes life-eternal in us; and being 
thus reconciled unto the Father, through the 
Mediator (and proper medium). ordained of 
God to that end; then, and not till then, we 
love God, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, our Saviour, 
above ourſelves, and above all mankind, and 
things, our neighbours, and all men, as we 


ought, according to the commandment of 


God, 8 
Thus 
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(42). 
Thus I ſpeak concerning what mankind may 
and ſhogld be, according to the doctrine of 
Chriſt and the Goſpel]; and hope there are divers 
in my audience, who, through grace, do ex- 
erience the truth of theſe things. We have all, 
doubt not, learned of Chriſt, by his grace, in 
ſome meaſure; but they who have learned moſt of 
all, may ſtill learn more and more, of him, whoſe 
wiſdom 1s inexhauſtible and power boundleſs, in 
wliom are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom and 
knowledge, and who would have all men to 
believe in him, and learn of him, who is the 
new and living commandment, and be ſaved. 


Oh! that every ſoul of us here preſent may 
come to know the living effects of the ſaving. 
power of Chriſt in ourſelves; that my ſoul 
might ſee that day before I depart out of this 
tabernacle (and I do ſee as afar off), that this 
love may abound in and among all parties and 
opinions. For having, through infinite mercy, 
| taſted of the goodneſs of God, I can the rea- 
dier believe, that he worketh, and will yet work 
the ſame things, and much more abundantly, 
in many more, and will yet exalt the dignity 
and power of his own holy name, and glorify 
- his own arm in every nation, tongue, and peo- 
ple throughout the world: for the Son of God 

ath ſaid of himſelf, «All power in heaven 
« and on earth is given unto me.“ Seeing then 
the Son of God hath all power, the evil one 
hath no power, but what the children of men 
may give him over themſelves, by yielding to 
his temptations; as faith the apoſtle, “ His ſer- 
« yantsye are to whom ye yield yourſelves ſer- 
cc vants 


„ 


\ 


(33) 


ce vants to obey, whether of ſin unto death or 


cc gbedience unto righteouſneſs,” £7. 30800 


The Son of God having 


before. him, cannot ſtand at his approach ; even 
as darkneſs cannot ſtand before the light, or 
night when the ſun approacheth, and ariſeth f in 
his ſtrength and glory. | 


If therefore you believe in ke Son of God, 7 
his divine and inward appearance, he is both 


willing and able to relieve: your ſouls from un- 


der the heavy yoke of the evil one, and of in, 
according to his own gracious invitation and 


counfel, Come unto me all ye who labour, 


ce and are heavy laden, and I will give you 


e reſt. Take my.yoke upon you, and learn of 
ce me, for I am meek and low in heart, and 
« ye ſhall find reſt unto your ſouls, for my 
< yoke 1s eaſy, and my burden is 1 d 
ch. xi. ver. 28, 29, 30. | 


Thus believing and obeying the Son of God, 
we may all be brought forth in his image and 
nature, in righteouſneſs and true holineſs, that 
the great adverſary (great I ſay, through the 
too ready and willing ſubmiſſion and obedience 
poor deluded. mankind yield unto him who: 
cannot compel them), may be diſappointed, de- 
feated and dethroned, and Chriſt, whoſe right. 
it th ar be exalted and reign, 


. ; — 
* — , 


all power, is the 
complete Saviour indeed; he is able to ſave to 
the very uttermoſt, all who come unto God by 
him; and therefous the adverſary is nothing 


(1.34: ) 


Then we ſhall all have but one Lord, and one 
faith, and be all under one baptiſm, and all 


drink into one 164 as of old; for the true 


cauſe why mankind profeſſing the one true 
Cod, and the one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, cannot love 


one another as they ought, is, becauſe they 
are not baptized by the one ſpirit into one body, 
and they are not baptized by one ſpirit, be- 
| cauſe they do not believe in him. 


The baptiſm of Chriſt is the a# of the "OE 


ſpirit of Chriſt, in the heart and mind, whereby 
we are ſanctified, juſtified, redeemed, and ſaved 
from all ſin, and impurity of fleſh and ſpirit, 
and the ſhedding abroad and influence of di- 


vine love, ſenſibly and plentifully in us; for, 
according to the doctrine of the a, Chriſt 


himſelf is the great baptizer of ſouls, by his 
holy ſpirit, though he ſometimes makes ſuch 
as he inſpires to that end inſtrumental therein, 
as co-workers with him in that great work. 


This is he, who 5 to John the 
Baptiſt, baptizeth with the Holy Ghoſt, and 
with fire. This is he, the Son and Lord, who 
remaineth in the houſe, the church of God, for 
ever, when the diſpenſation of the ſervant is 
ended. 


And therefore, let the profeſſion of us mor- 
tals be what it will, and our notions as the 
moſt lively images drawn from the doctrines in 
the holy ſcriptures, or the /ubtile reaſons and 
' imaginations of men upon them, until we be- 
lieve in Chriſt as inwardly revealed, and be bap- 
tized of him there, and waſhed by him in the 
inſide, 


(- 35-- } 


infide, and drink into his holy ſpirit; we are 


no members of his church, which is his body, 
bone of his bone, and fleſh of his fleſh, or of 
one ſpirit with him, nor otherwiſe any part 
or lot in him or with him. Y 


Let us all therefore wait for this great and 
glorious baptizer of ſouls with divine and holy 


fire. But what 1s this fire ſay the unexperienced 


profeſſors ? I have heard of ſome even of old, 


. profeſſing the Chriſtian faith and religion, and 


yet ſo very ignorant of it, and ſo far from the 
truth, as to ſtigmatize their proſelytes with 
hot irons, calling that the baptiſm of the 
Holy Ghoſt with fire; but the holy ſeripture 
declares what that fire is, “Is not my word as 
« a fire, ſaith the Lord, and as a hammer 
ce which breaketh the rock in pieces.” Jer. ch. 
xxiii. ver. 29. This word is, in ſcripture lan- 
guage, compared unto various things, accord- 
ing to his different manifeſtations and opera- 
tions; if thy heart be ſo hardened, and thy 


ſoul be ſo laden through ſin and unbelief, that 


thou canſt not ſo much as breathe unto God 


in prayer, or look toward him with deſire, 


yet this hammer is able to break it in pieces, 
and this divine, powerful, and holy fire, the 


ſpirit of this great baptizer, deſtroys and does 


away all manner of obſtructions and impuri- 
ties out of the hearts and minds of mankind, 
when manifeſted in them, as it is ſaid of him, 
« The Lord, whom ye ſeek, ſhall ſuddenly come 


to his temple, even the meſſenger of the 


ce covenant, whom ye delight in; behold he 
& ſhall come, ſaith the Lord of hoſts : but who 
* may abide the day of his coming? And who 

| C 2 | „„ ſhall 


5 

e ſhall ſtand when he appeareth ? For he is like 
ce à refiner's fire, and like fuller's ſoap, and he 
ce ſhall fit as a refiner and purifier of ſilver.” 
Mal. ch. 11. ver. 1, 2, 3. And again, John 
anſwered, ſaying unto them all, © I indeed 
ce baptize you with water, but one mightier 
c than I cometh, the latchet of whoſe ſhoes 
Jam not worthy to unlooſe: he ſhall baptize 
* you with the Holy Ghoſt, and with fire, whoſe 
& fan is in his hand, and he ſhall zhoroughly 
ec purge his floor, and will gather the wheat in- 
c to his garner, but the chaff he will burn with 
„ fire unquenchable.” Luke, ch. iii. ver. 
1 | I 


Here is a plain deſcription of this glorious 
baptizer, he is the Lord, the deſire of all na- 
tions, ſought of all the diſeaſed for healing 
virtue, and of all the unclean for purification. 
His baptiſm is with the pure holy flame of his 
living word, This is he who cleanſeth his floor 
fully, gathereth his wheat into his garner, and 
deſtroyeth the chaff with unquenchable fire, 


though connate with the wheat, and brought 


up with it. Here is that divine virtue and 
power which initiates the ſoul of man into the 
church of the irt born, written in heaven. 
This is that wiſdom and eternal divine power, 
which all the holy angels in heaven worſhip 
and adore, and which perfects the ſpirits of 
the juſt, and fits them for heavenly places. 


I wiſh with all my ſoul, according to the 
meaſure of that love, which I have felt mov- 
ing and flowing in my heart in this meeting, 
that every one here might come unto this bap- 

apap tifm, 


CC i] 

tiſin, that we e might all be members of this' « one 
body, of which Chriſt the Lord is the only head. 
T 2 church which is his body, the fullneſs of him 
who filleth all in all: this love conſtrains thoſe 
who are favoured with the divine touches, and in. 
. fluence of it in their hearts, to wiſh, that all 
mankind might thus believe in the Son of God, 
and be baptized with this baptiſm, according to 
the command of Chriſt, and miſſion of his apoſtles 
to all nations; when he faid unto them, « Go 
© teach all nations, baptizing them into the 
e name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
© the Holy Ghoſt, teaching them to obſerve all 
ce things whatſoever I have commanded. you, 
<* and lo, I am with you always unto the end 
ce of the world: go ye into all the world, and 
“ preach the goſpel to every creature. He 
ce that believeth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved; 
cc but he that believerh not ſhall be damned; 
«© and behold I ſend the promiſe of my Father 
«© upon you; but tarry ye in the city of Jeru- 
“ falem, until ye be endued with power from 
on high; for John truly baptized with water, 
« but ye ſhall be baptized with the Holy 
„ Ghoſt, not many days hence; but ye ſhall 

ce receive power after that the Holy Ghoſt is 
© come upon you; and ye ſhall be witneſſes 
« unto me, both in Jeruſalem and in all Judea, 
c“ and in Samaria, and unto the uttermoſt part 
of the earth.” See Matt. ch. xxviii. ver. 19, 
20. Mark, ch. xvi. ver. 15, 16. Luke xxiv. 
ver. 49. Acts, ch. i. ver, 4, 5, 8. Rr 


The temporary baptiſm of John, and the per- 
manent baptiſm of the Sonof God, are here lo clear- 


1 y en Hinguiſbed, the former with water, and 
| C 3 2 the 


* 


ta) 


the latter with the Holy Spirit, that he that 


hath an eye to ſee, may ſee, that water baptiſm 
is ſo far from being here commanded, that it is 
here for ever ſuperſeded and ended, as to any 
manner of obligation thereto in the church of 
Chriſt, this 4apti/m of the Holy Ghoft, being that 
only which Chriſt ſent his diſciples or apoſtles to 
declare unto the world, in his own Spirit and 
Power, as neceſſary to their ſalvation, and which 
they are to believe and receive on pain of dam- 
nation, or of all them to whom Chrift is preach- 
ea, by the wiſdom and power of the Holy el 


Firſt of all, Chriſt was to be preached unto 
by the Jews, as to his coming in the fleſh unto 
them, and his apoſtles were firſt to be his wit- 
neſſes as to that; that the fulfilling of all the 
promiſes of God to that people * be made 
manifeſt and proved. And that being fully 
done, they then were directed, and enabled, to 
bear teſtimony unto him, and preach him to all 
nations, as the light of the world, he being 
always with them, and in them, baptizing 
his Holy Spirit; but not every one who Heard 
their dofrine, but every one who heard the 
word, that is himſelf, as he ſaid to the Jews, 
« Why do you not underſtand my ſpeech, even 
ce becauſe you cannot hear wt: word,” John, 
ch. viii. ver. 43. 


Such as were ſenſible of he 8 of 
his inviſible power, and from that foundation 
Believed; upon ſuch he poured forth his Holy 
Spirit, as the immediate evidence and conſequence 
of their faith, and ſanctification and juſtifica- 
tion of their ſouls; ang to the are of 

their 


5 


A299) 
their ſalvation in a pa manner. r 
en. vii. ver. 38. | Wat 


For the baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt is 0 5 com- 
ing of the Holy Spirit of Chriſt upon ſuch as 
hear the goſpel preached in its true authority, 
and believe, and 1s as one act in preaching 
Chriſt, in the demonſtration of his own wiſdom 
and power, and this manifeſtation and baptiſm, 
is that which is meant and intended by the 
waſhing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy 
Ghoſt: and why the renewing of the Holy 
Ghoſt ? Becauſe all nations, Jews and Gentiles, 
were departed, in a great degree, if not totally, 
from the knowledge of the ruth, and ſpirit of 
God, unto the knowledge of whom, they were 
to YE reſtored and renewed; and this 1s the 
diſpenſation of the goſpel ſtill, and will ever 
continue to be ſo to mankind, though for a 
time (until the myſtery of the iniquity in the 
kingdom of antichriſt be tully made manifeſt) it 
hath been obſcured and clouded, by antichags 
tian ſubtilty, and darkneſs. 


He that is Baplized of Cbriſt, hath the evi- 
dence of it in himſelf, his heart is often melt- 
ed by the holy influence of divine love, and his 
eyes overflow with floods of many tears, ariſing 
from that conſolating cauſe, and often when alone, 
under the enſible operation of divine wiſdom and 
Power, which all the water on the globe can 
never produce or effect, by whom, or in what 

manner, or name, or names, in words, or to 
whatſoever ſubjeõt adminiſtered or applied. 


C4 1 4 For 


c (0 | 
For this baptiſm is effected by the holy in- 
fluence of the flame of living divine love, the 
ſoul that is the ſubject of this baptiſm, being 
thereby ſanctified, becomes a rye member of the 
church and body of Chrift, of which himſelf is 
head, not of a dead body, but of that which is 
alive; for every member of the body of Chriſt is 
living. As ſaith the apoſtle, © The life which I 
© now live, is by faith in the Son of God.” 
This baptiſm, conſequential to this faith, is ef- 
fected by the ſame power that raiſed the body of 
Chriſt himſelf from the dead, the eternal, quick- 
ening ſpirit, and power of the Father. Gal. ch. 
11, ver. 20. n 6 . 


And I would have all to take eſpecial no- 


tice of this, that ſeeing the Son of God is 421. 


ways with and in his church and people, thus 
baptized” by him, whether immediately or in- 


ſtrumentally, he neither needetb, nor appointeth 


any repreſentative, wvicegerent, vicar, or other 


head upon the earth to exerciſe any authority 


or rule over them. So that it is an antichriſ- 
tian uſurpation in any man, or order of men, 
and contrary to the command of Chriſt, to 
ſet up him and themſelves over the church of 
Chriſt, under any pretence whatſoever. Nor are 
any ſet of men whomſoever ſucceſſors of the 
epoſtles of Chriſt, as miniſters in his church, 
but thoſe only who ſucceed in ſome degree of 
the ſame divine power; as called, fitted,” and or- 
dained, by Chrift himſelf unto that ſervice, ſuch 
are ſervants indeed, in the houſe of God, and not 
maſters. he FF S4 f 


Nor is it at all in the nature of a chriſtian 
miniſtry, 


\ 


( 4x ) | . 
miniſtry, nor can it ever anſwer the great end 

of it, to paſs by ſucceſſion and tradition only,. 
by any human power, rites, abilities, or qua- 
 lifications whatever. Nor doth even the chriſian 
religion itſelf, ſo ſucceed, but both it, and its 
miniſtry doth, and will proceed as the immediate 
work of Chriſt, the true God, from age to age, 
throughout all generations. 70 9 


11 


For as from the beginning, that was not 
firſt which was ſpiritual, but that which 
was natural, and afterwards that which is ſpi- 
ritual; or, in other words, all mankind in 
our firſt production into this world, are in a 
ſtate of nature, in the firſt Adam only, and 
as many, as from the beginning of the world, 
have believed, do believe, or ſhall believe in 
the ſpirit of Chriſt, under whatever notion, name, 
or character, and have obeyed him, ſo far as 
he hath been, is, or ſhall be manifeſted in them, 
or their duty made known by his divine 
light, and performed; they have been, are, and 
ſhall be thereby, in ſome degree renewed, 
changed, and ſaved by the Son of God, in 
the infinite mercy and goodneſs of the Farber. 
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For as the whole created human nature ſuf- 
fered a lapſe, or degeneracy, in the root, and all 
mank ind ſucceeding from thence, partaking of 
that defect; though the greateſt part of them 
never heard of Adam, or knew any thing of his 


fall, even ſo, many have had, have, and ſhall 
have ſalvation by Chriſt, the Son of God, 
the ſecond Adam, as divinely made manifeſt in | 
them, who never have heard, or ſhall hear any 
thing of his coming in the fleſh, as born of 

| 85 the 


( 42 ) 
the virgin, or under the name or character of 


Jeſus Chriſt. 


For the promiſes of God to all nations (the 
Jews excepted) were, and are without their 
knowledge, and yet ſhall ſtand and be accom- 
pliſhed, though tew, in compariſon, have ever 
heard, or ſhall hear of it in form, which 
is after this manner; © They ſhall not hurt nor 
& deſtroy in all my holy mountain; for the 
« earth ſhall be full of the knowledge of the 
& Tord, as the waters cover the ſea; and in that 
% day there ſhall be a root of Jeſſe, which ſhall. 
<« ſtand for an enſign of the people, to it ſhall 
te the Gentiles ſeek, and his reſt ſhall be EE. 
& Ta, ch. xi. ver. 9, 10. 


Again, vg Behold my errant whom I uphold, 
ee mine elec in whom my ſoul delighteth, I have 
<« put my ſpirit upon him, he ſhall bring forth 
e“ judgment to the Gentiles.“ Iſa. ch. xlii. ver. 
x and 6. I the Lord have called thee in 
" righteouſneſs, and will hold thine hand, and 
<< will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant 
ce of the people, for the light of the Gentiles.” 
Again, And he ſaid, it is a light thing that 
© thou ſhouldſt be my ſervant, to raiſe up the 
de tribes of Jacob, and to reſtore the preſerved 
“ of Iſrael; I will allo give thee for a light to 
<« the Gentiles, that thou mayſt be my /alvation 
ce to the end of the earth.” See Iſa. ch. xlix. 
ver. 6. and 22. ch. Ix. ver. 3. 5. 11. and Jer. 
ch. xvi. ver. 19. and Mal. ch. i. ver. 11. 


Now it would be an unworthy detraction 
from the extenſive vnlimiced goodneſs and mercy 
of 


<( 43 ) 
of the great God, in any one to think, that none 
ſhould have the benefit of theſe promiſes of the 


Almighty, but only ſuch as have heard, or ſhall 


formerly hear of them in vocal language in any 
form; for though they lay hid from everlaſting 
in the mind of the moſt High, until revealed un- 
to the prophets, and then remained recluſe in the 
ſcripture, for ages, among the Jews, until the 
coming of the Son of God, yet the Gentiles had 
the advantage of them, in ſome ſort or meaſure, 
from the beginning, according to the hint given 


by the apoſtle Paul, where he faith, © The 


e myſtery which hath been hid for ages, and 
* from generations, but now is made ma- 


© zifeſs to his ſaints, to whom God would 


e make known what is the riches of the glory 
« of this myſtery among the Gentiles, which is 
« Chriſt in you, the hope of glory.” Col. ch. i. 
ver. 26, 27. 2 


And as the human nature is but one thing, 
conſiſting of many particulars, multiplied from 


one root, the whole ſhall be ſaved at laſt, by « 


virtue of the ſubſtantial union with the divine 
nature (which likewiſe is but one), through 
Chriſt, the Mediator. between God and man; 


and none ſhall be /2f, but the fon of perdition ; 
and ſuch as finally apoſtatize from God, and be- 


come one with the evil one. John, ch. xvii. 
ver. 2. 12, and fee that chapter through- 


out. 


Now, notwithſtanding what J have ſaid above, 
concerning the weakneſs, invalidity, or nullity 
of tradition in the chriſtian religion, or miniſtry, 
J own, and am certain, that ſo much of the holy 

ſcripture 
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ſcripture as is extant, being originally the dictates 
of the holy ſpirit of Chriſt, they have been, are, 
and ever will, throughout all ages, be of great, 
and the greateſt traditional and inſtrumental uſe, 
help and ſervice, next to the ſpirit himſelf, as 
brought to remembrance by him, and opened and 
uſed under his own condyu#? and direction, in the 
hands, hearts, and underſtandings of his true 
miniſters, of his own chuſing, raiſing, inſpiring, 
_ qualifying and ordaining, who have hitherto, in 
every generation, been hated, contradicted, op- 
poſed, vilified, belied, perſecuted, murdered, and 
many ways deſtroyed, by the traditional miniſters 
of antichrift, and of men and nations deceived by 
him, and them, through the ſubtle working 
of that wiſdom, which 1s from beneath, which 
is ſenſual, earthly, and deviliſn. James, ch. iii. 
ver. 13. The. W 


As ſaith the apoſtle, © They who are the 
& children of the fleſh, theſe are not the chil- 
« dren of God, but the children of the ptomiſe 
* are counted for the ſeed.” Rom. ch. ix. 
ver. 8. Now we, brethren, as Iſaac was, are 
et the children of promiſe.” Gal. ch. iv. ver. 28. 
Again, Then Jeſus ſaid unto them, yet a little 
&« while is the ligt with you: walk while ye have 
de the light, leſt darkneſs come upon you: for 
c he that walketh in darkneſs, knoweth not 
c whither he goeth ; while ye have light, þelieve 
« in the /ight, that ye may be the children of 
ce light.” John, ch. xii. ver. 35, 36. Again, 
« Ye are all the children of light, and the chil- 
& dren of the day.” iſt Thef. ch. v. ver. 5. 
© But as then, he that was born after the fleſh, 
« perſecuted him that was born after the ſpirit, 
ec even ſo it is zow.” Gal, ch. iv. ver, 29, 

| h But 
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But though, hitherto, it hath been fo, and ſtill 
is, it ſhall not remain ſo for ever; for the end of 
the power of antichriſt, and his minſtry, approacheth 

_ © guickly, when his ſubtilty ſhall be made manifeſt 
1 and deſtroyed, by the brightneſs of the revelation 
: and manifeſtation of the Son of God, whoſe wiſdom, 
kingdom and glory ſhall ſuperſede all kingdoms on 
earth, and by the tranſcending thereof, obſcure 
all glories, and the name of glories; as the 
brightneſs of the /un in the day-time obſcureth 
every ſtar as though they were not, and yet 
deſtroyeth none, nor hindereth any from ſhining, 
or moving in its own orbit or ſphere, 


Now that you and I, and all that believe, and | 
ſhall believe in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and cal! 
upon the name of the Father by him, and even ? 
thoſe alſo yet afar off, of every ſe under | 
heaven, may all be carried forward from faith þ 
to faith, and baptized by the holy ſpirit of Chriſt, 
and thereby made living members of his holy 
body, the church; that we may eat, drink and 
ſup with him, as children of one Father, at his 
holy table, in his heavenly kingdom here, ſo far 
as our preſent mode of being will allow, and to 
all eternity hereafter, in the fullneſs of his un- 
ſpeakable glory, where we ſhall ſing dominion 
and praiſes to God, and the Lamb our Saviour, 
for ever and ever, is my ſincere prayer unto him, 
and end of my labour and travel, through his 
holy ſpirit, Amen. . 
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4 
S E R M 


PREACHED AT 


Gracechurch-Street Meeting, 


hs 
JOHN GURNET. 


Anno 1733. 


« s ODLINESS is profitabletoall things, hav- 2 


ec: ing the promiſe of the life that now is, 
ce and of that which is to come.“ I took an op- 
portunity this morning to repreſent unto. you 
the conſequences thereof, ſo far as time and op- 
portunity would admit. I had no thought of 


ſpeaking on the ſame ſubje& again until after I 
came here to my ſeat; but finding the ſame now 


to dwell on my mind, I ſhall crave the audience 


of this aſſembly, while I proſecute the * | 


little farther: I think I then delivered myſelf ſo 
clear and intelligibly to you, that there will be 
no occaſion to repeat much thereof at this time. 
Well, godlineſs 1s profitable, and before I pro- 


ceed I ſhall juſt mention what I mean by the 

term godlineſs; and firſt I obſerve, it is not an 
aſſent or conſent to the opinion of all, or either. 
| of 
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of the ſes or denominations in the Chriſtian 
world. That is not it. Well then, what is it? 
ſome may ſay: I will tell you—it is compriſed 
in this ſingle word, holine/s. © Be ye holy, 
te (ſays the prophet) and perfonating God,” for 
I think he ſpeaks in the ſingular number, and 
ſays, © for I the Lord your God am holy;” fo 
that there is a neceſſity of being holy, if we would 
come to experience what godlineſs is. I re- 
member the prophet Iſaiah, when he had been 
ſpeaking to the Jews concerning thoſe things 
which they ought to believe; he comes to this 
point, and ſays, © there is an highway which the 
&« Lord God has caſt up for his redeemed and 
tc ranſomed to walk in:“ The name thereof is 
Holineſs, in which the wayfaring man, though 
a fool, ſhall not err, and every one that walks 
therein, has this character ſtamped upon him. 

Now that man, wherever he lives, or among 
what people, or ſect of religion ſoever he con- 
verſeth, that is juft and honeſt, and walketh 
uprightly before God, that man is properly a 
holy man. Now from what has been ſaid, you 
may eaſily draw this conſequence, that godlineſs 
and holineſs are ſynonymous terms. I grant it, 
they are ſo; a man cannot be godly without be- 
ing holy, neither holy without being godly. 
Having made theſe obſervations, I ſhall now 
purſue : godlineſs is profitable to all things. It 
is that which is of the greateſt benefit to man- 
kind; to demonſtrate which, I would firſt obſerve, 
that is the moſt beneficial to mankind, which 
moſt conduceth to their happineſs both here and 
in the world to come. This is a propoſition I 
am perſuaded no rational man or woman will 
deny. Next I would obſerve what happineſs n 
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and wherein it doth conſiſt, which is in theſe 
four things; it is a good ſtate of health; ſe- 
condly, a good reputation; thirdly, a ſufficient 
competency wherewith to live in the world 
comfortably; fourthly, which is beyond all the 
reſt, peace and tranquility of mind. Theſe 
four things complete man's happineſs here; and 
to all theſe good ends godlineſs is conducive, 
from which I infer, godlineſs is of the greateſt 
benefit to mankind; and now I ſhall explain 
| how it conduceth to theſe deſirable ends, and 
ungodlineſs to directly the contrary. Firſt, it 
is a great happineſs to enjoy health, but there has 
been many born with a good and ſtrong conſtitu- 
tion, who by ungodlineſs and intemperance have 
deſtroyed it, and have been reduced to the moſt 
miſerable and pitiful condition, I have known 
many in the courſe of my accquaintance, or in 
the courſe of my obſervation; that have been 
inſtances hereof; whereas the godly man, 
altho* he may be of weak conſtitution, ſubject 
to ailures and 1lIneſs, yet by temperance and 
prudent carefulneſs he has enjoyed himſelf com- 
fortably through this world. Well, it is a hap- 
pineſs or ſatisfaction to have a good reputation; 
but the ungodly man by his corrupt, lewd, vi- 
cious and profligate living, is deprived of this 
advantage, and becomes the ſhame, and, as it 
were, the offscouring of the people; they are 
had in contempt and deſpiſed ; whereas the god- 
ly man he 1s bad! in good repute, is well ſpoken 


of, and becomes honourable amongſt his acquain- 

tance, and ſome have been raiſed up and con- 

cerned to be teachers among the people in a 

more univerſal manner. The : ungodly man, 

_ altho* he may have had a great deal of the 

wealth of this world, yet by intemperance and 
profuſeneſs 
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profuſeneſs in vicious practices, has been redu- 
ced to want, to mere beggary and indigency. 
This has often been ſeen; but godly men, by 
honeſt and juſt dealings, have ſometimes acquired 
a great deal of the wealth of this world; they 
have become great men in their time, have had 
a ſufficient competency, and enjoyed it with com- 
fort; but ſome may ſay 4 men may and 


do acquire riches likewiſe as much as the godly. 


I allow it, they may ſo; but altho' they may have 
got never ſo much riches, and live in never ſo 
much ſplendor, yet at times when they come to 
reflect on their paſt vicious conduct and fraudulent 
practices, then their conſcience ſmites them, and 


thoſe have trouble and anguiſh of mind, ſo that 


they do not nor can not enjoy their riches ſo as to be 
happy therein. The poor, juſt, upright, godly 


man, though he may live in a cottage, or may live 


in obſcurity, yet he has that which is beyond 


all the other enjoyments, peace and tranquility 


of mind, that peace which paſſeth the underſtand- 
ing, and is infinitely joyous to the ſoul; it is ſo, 
the world can neither give, nor deprive of this 
great happineſs ; but the ungodly man, altho? he 
lives in all the pomp and glory of this world, yet 
he wants virtue, and this peace; and when he 
comes toſerious thought will be filled with ſorrow 

and remorſe; then the worm gnaweth, and the 
ſſting of his conſcience wounds him, and altho' 


oftentimes by hardneſs of heart, and indulging 


his luſtful deſires, he may ſhut it out and ſoar 
above it ; though, as many do, he may run to the 
tavern, and drink till overcome with wine, ſo as 
it were to waſh away ſorrow ; yet the greateſt 
man in the world can never totally ſuppreſs it; 
it will riſe up again. The time may come, when 

. perhaps 


| 
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perhaps he may be on the brink of eternity; 
then God will meet with him, and will, as I may 
ſay, revive his witneſs in his conſcience, which 
will bring him into bitterneſs and miſery, too 
grievous to be borne, as the wiſe man faith, 
«© The infirmities of the body man may ſuſtain, 
« but a wounded ſpirit who can bear?“ This 
is the effect of ungodlineſs and unholineſs, ſo that 
in all things wherein happineſs doth conſiſt, it 
plainly appeareth that godlineſs and holineſs are 
of the greateſt benefit to mankind, as it is con- 
ducive thereunto: and on the contrary hand, vice 
verſa, ungodlineſs and unholineſs, that which is 
directly the contrary; wherefore now I intreat 
and exhort you to walk circumſpect, ſo that you 
may come up in a holy, godly life and converſation, 
eſpecially the young and riſing generation. Take 
the advice of the wiſe man, and remember your 
Creator now in the days of your youth before 
the evil days come, and the years draw nigh, when 
they ſhall ſay they have no pleaſure in them, — 
When I ſat in this meeting I looked upon you 
with a tender eye and compaſſion, and my heart 
was filled with love towards the youth, the young 
men and young women, that are many of you the 
offspring of godly parents, and I thought what 
a great pity it would be that any of you ſhould 
miſs the great benefit and adyantage that there 


is in godlineſs; then let me beſeech you look in- 


to yourſelves, and ſee that ye are coming up in 
this life of godlineſs. A bare profeſſion or name 
of religion will not do, neither a good education, 
nor the example of pious parents; theſe barely 
will not do; but you muſt come to the ex- 
perimental knowledge of practical godlineſs in 


and for yourſelves, That is what I wiſh for 
a you, 
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you, ſo that you may live in the fear and favour 
of God, and grow and increaſe in piety and good 
works, and then may ye come to be teachers, 
and good examples to others, and as it were the 
lights of the world. A city ſet upon a hill can- 
not be hid, Wherefore let your lights ſo ſhine 
© before men, that they may ſee your good works, 
ce and glorify your Father which is in heaven.” — 
If this be your concern, ſo that you may ex- 
perience this life of godlineſs and holineſs, then 
ſhall you enjoy the greateſt felicity that can be 
attained in this life, being the aſſurance of God's 

love and mercy to your ſouls, and the influence 
of his, divine ſpirit to direct, and alſo to en- 
courage and preſerve you, ſo as ye may bold out 
10 the end; that when theſe tabernacles of clay 
ſhall be diffolved, ye may inherit manſions in the 
eternal kingdom of divine reſt and glory. And 
now having expreſſed theſe things which J had 
upon my mind, with a great deal more, I leave 
them to your ſerious conſideration, deſiring they 
may reſt upon your minds with due weight. 1 
recommend you to God, as the apoſtle Paul did 
one of the primitive churches when he was about 
to depart; and they bore him company on his 
Way, he takes his leave of them, and ſays, © To 
« God I leave, you, and to the word of his grace 
ce that is able to build you up, and give you an 
te inheritance among the ſanctified. * 85 To this I 
leave you, deſiring that you may every one of you 
be experiencers thereof 
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HAVE in remembrance a very ſhort precept 
of a man of underſtanding, though not un- 
der the character of a Few or Chriſtian, which, 
I think, may be well worthy of the notice of 
every one here; and it is this: © Know thyſelf.” 
There is not a more uſeful knowledge hs this, 
except the knowledge of God: arid if we do not 
know ourſelves, how ſhall we know the Lord? 
I have obſerved, as I far in ſilence, waiting upon 
God in this meeting, that all matter is created 
of God, as well that which is inert and lifeleſs, 
as the living creatures; and all matter that we 
are acquainted with revolves from form to form, 
but there 1 is no annihilation of any. 
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The plants of the earth obſerve a ſucceſſion 
from age to age: from ſmall ſeeds they ſpring up, 
and proceed from ſtature to ſtature, after their 
kinds, till they arrive at the perfections aſſigned 
them: and then alſo they gradually decline, and 
others take place from their ſeeds, and as their 
offspring. | 


The living creatures alſo obſerve the laws pre- 
ſcribed them; after their manner producing their 
own ſpecies, which renew, increaſe, decreaſe, 
and ſucceed, from generation to generation, as 
the others do; ſo that there is no certain con 
tinuance of any particular, 


The next thing that I have in view is, the 
very low ſtate in which we mortals are firſt pro- 
duced into this world; in that ſtate, we have no 
knowledge, no underſtanding, but are like the 
beaſts of the field, and other animals, or even 
more helpleſs than they, and incapable of any 
law but that of nature, which we cannot break. 


And being endued with five ſenſes, we grow 
up by imperceptible gradations, in the ule of 
them, and proceed from ſtature to ſtature, and 

ſtrength to ſtrength, both of body and mind, 
to the degrees of which we are ſeverally capable, 
as variouſly circumſtanced, for we are not alike | 
in. either. : 8 


The mind, dwelling in the body, could 
never perceive or apprehend the things that are 
without, or have any knowledge of them, but 
by the ſenſes, through the organs of the body, 
adapted to that end, The mind 7 
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theſe begins to take notice of things without; 
and every creature and thing that we ſee and 
obſerve, exhibits its own idea to the ſenſe; and 
as we grow up, more objects are frequently 
reſented, and the mind, which hears, ſees, 


taſtes, ſmells; and handles, by the organs of 


the body, gradually becomes more and more 


furniſhed with ideas, which, in time, it is 
enabled to collate, and compare; and as the 


underſtanding 1s by this means enlarged, it now 
begins to attend to cauſes and their effects, and 
to form ſome conjectures of the why and why 


not of things, whence they are, why they afe 


thus, and not otherwiſe: and as they differ in 
their forms, ſo likewiſe in their natures, vir- 
tues and ends; it is the mind and underſtand- 
ing, being informed of the outward creation by 
the ſenſes, that deduces this conſequence from 
thoſe premiſes; that they, and we ourſelves alſo, 
muſt have an Author of our being, all-wiſe, 
almighty, eternal, and all-good, holy, righ- 


teous, juſt, and true, worthy above all to be 


ſought after, known, loved, feared, honoured, 
and obeyed. Yet, as our firſt ſtate in this 
world is only animal, before we arrive at a 
.competent degree of conſideration, and under- 


ſtanding, or knowledge of ourſelves, or value 


of our immortal ſouls; we are, by the perpe- 


tual preſence of objects, adapted to our ſenſes, 
and a natural propenſity to purſue the ſight of 


the eye, the hearing of the ear, and the de- 


lights which the other ſenſes, ſeated in the na- 


tural mind and corporeal frame can afford, 


Wand which are the chief good and of the 
"higheſt eſteem in our view, as not having yet 


| taſted of any thing of a ſuperior nature or kind; 
D4 we 
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we are by theſe (I ſay) ſo ſtrongly habituated, 
and biaſſed to. the purſuit of theſe objects, 
(though moſt unworthy of our pains) that we 
are apt to proceed in this manner, without a 
due ſearch into ourſelves, what we are, and 
why we were created, and produced here in 
this world, and by whom, and what the proper 
end of our being, as if to go other purpoſe 
but to gratify our ſenſes, and live in ſenſual 
leaſures and delights, as others the lower ani- 
mals do, and like the brutes of the field, which 
feed on the fruits by the roots of the trees, and 
reſt under their ſhades, and never look up to 
ſee whence the food and ſhelter come, or con- 
ſider their own being and end. 


Thus the generality of mankind live, for a 
time, in this preſent world. Whilſt in this 
manner of being, they live and die, and are 
never acquainted with themſelves: but he that 
perfectly knows himſelf, perceives that man is 
an abridgment of the whole creation of God, 
and has made a great ſtep towards knowing it: 
but if we are not able rightly to know ourſelves, 
how ſhould we come to the knowledge of the 
Moſt High, our Creator? And if we could 
know all the creation, and anatomize every part 
of the matter of it, and diſtinctly account for 
the manner of its coheſion and exiſtence, and 
| Knew all that is poſſible to be known of it, and 
had all the knowledge of the angels of God in 
heaven; though the knowledge and contem- 

lation of things in the mind and underſtand- 
ing affords an intellectual pleaſure, ſuperior to 
that of the ſenſes; yet all this would not ren- 
der us completely happy, even in this —_ 

? worid : 
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world: we may live and die unhappy notwith- 

ſtanding; neither would the gratifying of all 

our ſenſes and appetites, if without account 
and with impunity, alter the cauſe at all. 


We purſue, with diligence, thoſe objects 
which promiſe us delight, in the views we have 
of them at a diſtance; but when obtained, 
though with difficulty and hazard, and enjoyed, 
they do not anſwer the expectations we have 
formed in our imaginations concerning them, 
but periſh with the uſing, and we are diſap- 
pointed. It is therefore moſt proper that, as 


_ reaſonable creatures, we purſne that ſatisfaction, | 


and thoſe things, which are real, permanent, 
and everlaſting. | 1 


What is that, therefore, which makes man- 
kind everlaſtingly happy, and gives him full 
ſatisfaction? It is the knowledge of the Creator 


of all things; of the true and living God, and 
not of the things that are made only. And it 


is the Lord himſelf, that, in infinite goodneſs 
and mercy, ſo qualifies the hearts and minds of 
mankind, that we are made capable of know- 
ing him, and of being united to him, and en- 
Joying him, through that bleſſed medium which 
he, in his divine wiſdom and goodneſs, hath 
been pleaſed to prepare. 


And all that are come to any competent de- 
gree of underſtanding, thinking, and conſide- 
ration, may conclude, that ſince the Creator 
hath produced and appointed ſome things 


agreeable unto us, as his creatures, in which 


we have great pleaſure and delight, lawful and 


allowable, 


© 48) 

allowable, as objects and ſubjefts both of our 
ſenſes and underſtandings ; how much greater 
pleaſure and ſatisfaction, and more permanent 
and certain, .muſt there be in the knowledge 
and enjoyment of the Creator himſelf, who is 
the root and fulneſs of all divine pleaſure un- 
ſpeakable, and endureth unchangeably for 


ever? 


The ſenſible pleaſures created of God, and 
given unto man in this life (not the falſe and 
counterfeit ones forged by man) though agree- 
able to his nature and ſtate, and juſtly and 
reaſonably proportioned and bounded, are but 
for a ſhort ſeaſon, and attended with ſuch de- 
grees of alloy, as often render them null: but 
when God is pleaſed ſo to qualify the mind of 
man, that the Creator himſelf becomes the 
chief, if not only, object of his love, deſire, and 
contemplation, then man finds in the Lord all 
that his heart could deſire or think, and more 
abundantly, according to a ſaying of an expe- 
rienced man of God, „Eye hath not ſeen,” 
(faith he) “ nor ear heard, neither have enter- 
« ed into the heart of man, the things which 
« God hath prepared for them that love him.” 
And if we love God, we ſhall likewiſe love 
mankind in the ſame love; for J remember 
What an apoſtle of the Lord Chriſt ſaid, treat- 
ing on that ſubject, „If a man loveth not his 
« brother, whom he hath ſeen, how ſhall he 
« love God, whom he hath not ſeen,” 


Now what way, and by what means, ſhall we 
mortals attain to this experimental knowledge 
of God, ſo needful and deſirable, as the per- 

| fection 


(ET 
fection and eſtabliſhment of our being? For 
when we look upon the heavens and the earth, 
and things that therein are, ſo far as we can 
| behold them, reaſoning from the effects to the 
cauſe, we conclude that he is, and that he is 


the cauſe of all things, and we cannot do other- 


wiſe as rational beings, And, contemplating 
God, we mult needs determine, as intelligent 
creatures, that he hath all thoſe divine attri- 
butes we commonly attribute unto him: as 
that he is an eternal, incomprehenſible ſpirit, 
or mind, omnipreſent, omniſcient, almighty, 
all good, and unchangeable: and that he hath 
all thoſe moral characters uſually aſcribed to 
him in the holy ſcriptures, as righteouſneſs, 
holineſs, juſtice, mercy, truth, faithfulnels ; 
where alſo, after the manner of men, even the 
affections and paſſions of mortals are aſcribed 


to him, as anger, hatred, fury, revenge, jea- 


louſy, as alſo corporeal parts and ſhapes, as 
head, arms, hands, feet; whereas thoſe human 
properties and parts (conſidered as in man) 
are not really and formally in God, but in the 
creatures by whom he worketh. 


But though the earth ſers forth his handy 


work, and the heavens his power and glory; 


and though the holy ſcriptures report of the 


moſt high, thoſe things that are true, yet all 
this (as to us mortals) is but an hiſtorical ac- 
count, or a report; for we ſtill remain, in point 
of experience, ignorant of him of whom it is 
thus declared, though we have believed it as 
we ought. We are at a diſtance ſtill, there is 


a vaſt chaſm, and as a fixed gulf between the 


: | Creator 
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Creator and us, all theſe things notwithſtand- 


The ſcripture declares, as from the mouth 


of Chriſt, that God is» ſpirit, and we believe 


; but who can conceive any proper idea of a 
ſpirit by the word, what he 1s, and how he 


appears to the mind? He is only known to the 


mind by his own influences, through a holy me- 
dium of his own adapting ; by the ſenſible ope- 
ration and effects of his wiſdom and power there. 
And as every object exhibits its own proper idea 
to the eye, and declares itſelf thereby in the light, 
as a proper and neceſſary medium of ſeeing, 
without which we could not have formed any 
idea of things at all; ſo likewiſe we can form 
no idea of God, but what he himſelf is pleaſed 
to give, and in what manner, and by what me- 
dium ſoever he makes himſelf known; and is 
to all mankind whatever he pleaſes to appear 
to be, and that is according to the various 
ſtates of men: and to the faithful, holy, ſincere, 
and obedient, he 1s love; but to the unfaith- 
ful, unclean, hypocrites and diſobedient, he is 
a conſuming fire and deſtroyer; and we are 
one to another whatever he thinks proper to 
make us. 


And I give you a ſimile in the works of God ; 


that as we can form no idea of the body of the 


ſun in the firmament of heaven, but what him- 
ſelf exhibits, nor can we ſee him but by the 
efflux of his own light, as from its proper cen- 


ter, which darting upon the eye, when in its 
rectitude, directs it to the object; and as we 


have no words, or means, by which we can 
convey 


* 
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convey a proper idea of light to the under- 


ſtanding of one that is born blind, or the man- 
ner of its diſcovering objects to the ſight; even 
ſo, there are no words, in any language I am 
acquainted with, whereby we can convey the 
idea we conceive of God, by his own act of 
manifeſting to any other, but to ſuch only as 
have the like ideas from the ſame manner of 
appearance in themſelves. 


We expreſs abundance of words concernin 
God, and the things of God, very little under- 
ſtood by the greateſt part of mankind, to whom 
we ſpeak; therefore we direct all to the Lord 
himſelf, that he may teach them true know- 
ledge and wiſdom; the knowledge of himſelf 
in a ſtate of retirement, and in the filence of 


all the imaginations, cogitations, agitations, 


deſires, affections, paſſions, and hurries of the 


natural mind, which is ever in action and fluc- 
tuating, paſſing from object to object, till the 
Almighty, by the manifeſtation of his eternal 


word, and the influences of his holy ſpirit and 


grace, commands ſilence in the mind, inſpires 


her with underſtanding, and works a change 


IF" ſpeaks to the underſtanding by the ope- 
ration of the word of his divine power, by 


revealing the things of God, through the in- 
ſhining of the eternal light thereof in the mind : 
and when the molt high ſo qualifies the mind, 
by his work of ſanctification therein, that he 


himſelf becomes the only object, and the mind 


is ſettled and ſtayed upon him alone; then, all 


the creatures of God, and all the enjoyment of 


them, 
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them, is loſt, for a time, and of no regard, in 

compariſon of the great and glorious Creator 

of all, and the divine and unutterable peace, 
joy, and conſolation found in him, even in this 

preſent world, ſo far as our preſent mode of 

being can bear the earneſt and ſure evidence 

of the fulneſs, when time to us here ſhall be |» 


no more. 


I now proceed with what is further before 
me, as I may have aſſiſtance by the grace of 
God, and utterance; for we ſpeak from time 
to time, thoſe things that are renewed or open- 
ed in our minds and uuderſtandings, without 
any particular application to any one: the Lord 
himſelf knowing every ſtate, directs matters to 

particular perſons, or to the general, as it may 
„ pleaſe him. 8 | | 


1 ſay then, that mankind are degenerated, 
being miſled by their own ſenſes and ſenſual 
1 appetites, into the love of the creatures (things 
| without them) and themſelves, and ſo become 
| | ſtrangers, and alienated from the life of God, 
through their own darkneſs and corruptions ; 
and peradventure the greateſt part of all that 
are here have been ſo, as well as myſelf: yet 
. ſtill we find ſomething in ourſelves, admoniſh- 
| ing us of our miſtakes, in our courſe through 
f this world; and we ought to reflect, and con- 
ſider what this is, which many times ſurpriſes 
us with the remembrance of things paſt, which 
we had forgot for ſome years. | 


This is one who has wrote down all our 
failings, as it were, in his book; and he _ 
| the 
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the leaves thereof, and ſhews us all the errors 
of our lives, and brings every thing to remem- 
brance in our minds and underſtandings, one 
thing after another; and then, and not till 
then, we have a right foundation for repent- 
ance and ſorrow for {in (for he who never ſees 
his ſins, can never repent); and then, as the 
apoſtle ſaith, © Sin becomes exceeding ſinful z? 
they are ever before us, ſo that the mind be- 
comes thereby heavy laden and oppreſſed. 


And then, and not till then, we mortals are 
willing to cry for a Saviour; O Lord, a Savi- 
our, or I am undone for ever! How then 
comes the knowledge of ſin? It is through the 
love of God, who is not willing that any 
ſhould live and die, and periſh therein: it is 
made manifeſt by the brightneſs of that all- 
diſcovering holy medium, which the Moſt High 
Father of all hath mercifully provided for that 
great and bleſſed end; that mankind might be 
redeemed, made free from fin, and the corrup- 
tions of the mind through ſenſual luſts. E 


We all muſt own, that the wiſdom of God 


is Himſelf, the power of God is Himſelf, the 


Spirit of God is Himſelf: he is that eternal 
Spirit, and was never without his wiſdom and 
power from everlaſting. He, therefore, hath 
been pleaſed to aſſume, and unite unto him- 
ſelf, the whole human nature: not only the in- 


telligent reaſonable mind, but alſo the mortal 


part of man, which 1s the body, by which he 
might come near unto mankind, in pur own 
nature and likeneſs, under the character and 

name of Jeſus Chriſt, who in the Holy Scrip- 
ture 


% 
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ture is called the Wiſdom of God, and the 
Power of God; and by John the Evangeliſt, 


is called the Word of God, by whom the world 
was made, and all things that therein are. 
And, I conclude none is fo weak as to think the 
body of Chriſt is the Wiſdom and Power of 
God, but a miraculous effect of that cauſe, and 
as the apoſtle compares it, is as a veil, where- 
by he veiled his divine nature, for a time, from 
every cye. | 


And the human mind, or reaſonable ſoul of 


Chriſt, is likewiſe a veil, but of a more exce]- 
lent kind than the body, though congental with 


the intellectual mind of mankind, „for he was 


« in all points tempted like as we are, yet with- 
e out fin,” according to the. language of holy 
writ, 


God dwellech in inacceſſible divine light, 
| 10555 no eye can penetrate, which no ſoul can 
with open face behold; therefore the Lord hath 
condeſcended to veil his glory, by aſſuming a 
human mind, eſſentially united unto himſelf, 
thereby accommodating him ſo to the mind of 
man, as to appear, and be manifeſted therein. 

And he who thus appears, is the true God, as 
it is written, God, who in the beginning com- 
ce manded light to Wine out of darkneſs, hath 
« ſhined into our hearts, to give us the light of 


e the knowledge of the glory of God, in the 


« face (or appearance) of Jeſus Chriſt,” 


In the minds of mankind, he diſcovers to our 
underſtandings whatever is proper for us to know 
of himſelf, or our duty towards him, and one 

toward 


* 


+ 
toward another. The Lord begins with ſmall 
things, wherein if we are faithful and obedient, 
he makes more and more of himſelf, and the 


enjoyment of his divine preſence and goadneſs, 
and his juſt and holy ways known unto us; but 


if weerr and diſobey, though but in ſmall things, 
the mind is oppreſſed thereby, till we return and 


ame nd. 


This is the beginning of the manifeſtation of 


the law of the ſpirit of life, which makes free 


from the law of fin and death, the revelation of 


the mind of Chriſt. He manifeſts in the minds 


of mankind ſuch things as are proper, accord- 
ing to our ſeveral degrees and capacities, begin- 
ning with little, low things, as a ſchoolmaſter, 


till we are capable of more, and then gradu- 


ally he opens in us the myſteries of his king- 
dom. He that hates inſtruction, hates the in- 
ſtructor, according to what he ſaith under the 
character of wiſdom: * How long, ye ſimple 
* ones, will ye love ſimplicity, and ye fools, 
te hate knowledge! Turn ye at my reproof, and 
« I will pour forth of my Spirit upon you.“ 


Therefore hear the reproof of inſtruction in 
yout minds and underſtandings, that the ſpirit 
of wiſdom may be poured forth upon you; 
that you may firſt become proficiehts, and per- 
fect in all moral righteouſneſs and duties, by 
the dictates of this wiſdom, which, if we deſpiſe 


and refuſe, we never can attain; and then, as 
the Lord Jeſus hath ſaid: “ If you have not 
ee been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, 
© who will make you rulers- over greater 


© riches!” | 1 
E | If 
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If men are not righteous and juſt one to- 
ward another in temporal things, how can 
they expect the divine influences of the im- 
mortal ſpirit and power of God, the true and 
eternal riches? If we are not faithful to the 
diſcoveries and dictates of the law of the ſpirit 
of life, the light of the divine word manifeſt- 
ed in our minds, how can we expect to ex- 
perience the effuſion of divine love in our 
hearts, which is the greateſt bleſſing and high- 
eſt attainment human kind are capable of in 
this life? This is that eternal life, this is the 
grace of God which is come by Chriſt, and is 
of an everliving nature; but if man refuſes 
this, and goes on from one evil to another, he 
rejects that eternal life, and by degrees degene- 
rates more and more, till he becomes altoge- 
ther ſenſual as a brute beaſt: as it is written, 
e The ſpirit of a beaſt goes downward, but the 
& ſpirit of a man goes upward.” For the 
man that aſcends by degrees of virtue and 
holineſs, one degree after another, till he comes 
to be united unto God, through Chriſt, the 
bleſſed medium, in whom is the fulneſs of all 
divine virtue, that ſoul hath the enjoyment of 
the divine preſence i in this world, in a manner 
not to be expreſſed by the language of men or 
ge} 


In this great city there are many temptations 
and opportunities to hurtful things; and I have 
ſometimes conſidered the youth among us to 
be in great danger of corruption thereby. But 
the Holy Spirit of God ftrives with you, and 
would gather every ſoul to himſelf; O there- 


fore conſider yourſelves, and know your own 
inclina- 


( 6 ) 
inclinations, thoughts, and imaginations! what 
they are upon, what they are ſeeking after, 


whereunto they tend, whether towards good or 


evil, to the right hand or to the lefr, the broad 
or narrow way. 


Some are ſo bent towards the mean, low, and 


ſordid pleaſures of an animal and ſenſual life, 
that they could even wiſh, for the ſake thereof, 
that they had no future ſtate; and ſome are 
ready to wiſh, Oh! that I were but as that little 
bird upon the tree, that I might go where I 
pleaſe, and do what I will, without. any ac- 
count of my actions in this world, or another, 
if there be any yet to come! There is nothing 
more dreadful, and to which a reaſonable, 


thinking mind is more averſe, than to remain 


without the knowledge of God, and not to 
believe a future ſtate. I have often thought any 
tolerable being is better than none at all; I 
would therefore have your minds ſo ennobled, 
as to contemplate the Divine Being, conſider 
the great Creator, and how much better! it is to 
be acquainted with him, become like him, and 
to live for ever with him, and in his favour, 
than to be annihilated. It is no ſmall matter, 
indeed, to be acquainted with God, ſo as to be 


united unto him; it is the greateſt advancement 


that the nature of man is capable of. 


As concerning moral precepts, and all the 
commandments of God, they are given alto- 
gether for our good, and it is our higheſt in- 
tereſt to obſerve them. Alt is the good pleaſure 
of God, that mankind ſhould live ſocially and 
amicably, and therefore he hath given us 2 

2 EE: CIA 
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CW 7 
cial precepts; and, that we may be able to do 
them, he hath breathed into our ſouls the 
breath of life from himſelf, When the love of 
God is ſhed abroad in the heart of man, it raiſes 


the ſoul to God, as its firſt and chief object; 


and then r it flows forth toward man- 


kind, in every duty of friendſhip and kindneſs; 


and heaven will be upon earth, when that part 
of the prayer which Chriſt taught his diſciples 
is come to paſs: Thy will be done on earth, 
« as it is in heaven.” Though many are daily 
uſing theſe words, and ſeeming to pray, and 
yet do not believe that it ever can be: * and 


« what is not of faith is ſin.“ But if it had 


not been poſſible, and the mind and purpoſe of 
the Father, that mankind ſhould, in due time, 
be advanced into ſuch a ftate in this life, as to 
do the will of God on earth, ſo far as made 
manifeſt and required, and according to the 
mode and end of their being here, Chriſt 


would not have taught his diſciples to pray af- 


ter this manner. Thoſe will be glorious days 
indeed, and if we can attain to that tate in 
our time, we ſhall be examples to others our 
gotemporaries, and thoſe that may ſucceed us 
in ages yer to come. 


All the angels of God in heaven, the ſera- 
phims, and cherubims, and ſpirits of juſt men 
made perfect there, the general aſſembly, and 
church of the firſt born, continually. do the 
will of God, and rejoice without ceaſing, in 


beholding the face of their Heavenly Father, 


their Creator; they ſurrender their crowns at the 
feet of God, and the Lamb, the Redeemer and 
Saviour of mankind. 

We 


G 
We are ſatisfied and certain of the truth of 
the being of God, by the works of his creation 
without us, and by our own exiſtence, as not 
originally ſelf- productive. Let us not reſt here, 
but alſo ſeek after the knowledge of God, that 
we may be acquainted with him, and enjoy his 
divine preſence, in a ſtate of reconciliation and 
acceptance with him, which is not by any thing 
that we ourſelves, of ounlſclves, can do, but by 
the work of God in us. 8 


I) he firſt work of God in man, in order to 
this knowledge, is, to convince him of the er- 
rors of life, and of his ignorance, by his divine 
light, wiſdom, or power; and the firſt work of 
the mind of man is, to believe, truſt, and con- 
fide therein, as its immediate object; as it is 
written, * This is the work of God, that you 
ce believe in him whom God hath ſent.” Again, 
« Believe in the light, that you may be chil- 
ce dren of light:“ that is, children of God, 
who is that light. It is neceſſary, therefore, 
that mankind firſt believe in the divine con- 
vincing power, or Chriſt working in themſelves. 
As it is alſo ſaid, „God was in Chriſt, recon- 
ce ciling the world unto himſelf, of two mak- 
ct ing one new man, and ſo making peace.” 


Many are upon the wing in this preſent age, 
flying from the divine truth, which they reject, 
and laying hold of their own reaſon, as ſuffi- 
cient for them in the things of God, and know- 

| ledge of him. Doſt thou think, friend, that 
thy reaſon is the eternal, divine word and wil- 
dom of God, by whom the worlds were made? 


Thou wilt hardly adventure to ſay ſo, upon a 
g ſolid 


WF 

ſolid thought. Thy reaſon, if thou knoweſt 
what it is, thou wilt find to be a conſtituent 
part or property of thy own being, as a crea- 
ture, thou canſt not be a man without it, and 
thy underſtanding. Thy reaſon or underſtand- 
ing is a property eſſential to thyſelf, not ſelf- 
informing nor ſelf-ſufficient in the knowledge 
of God, of whom thy reafon can form no idea 
adequate to his eternal being. Thou muſt be 
under the dictates of a ſuperior, and not thy- 
ſelf. He who informs, and he who is inform- 
ed, are not the ſame: the Creator is not the 
creature, nor 1s the creature the Creator : thou, 
with thy reaſon, art a creature, and a weak one 
too; the Divine informing Light, and Wiſdom, 
the Eternal Logos, (what words ſhall I uſe to 
be underſtood?) is thy Creator; thou muſt learn 
of him, and not of thyſelf; thou muſt deny 
thyſelf, and be his diſciple. It is he that in- 
ſpires the underſtanding with divine knowledge 
and wiſdom, | | 


The Lord God is eternal unapproachable 
light, and thou, with all thy reaſoning, and 
ſelf-agitation, and cogitation, art darkneſs, un- 
till he himſelf ariſe in thee, as the brightneſs 
of ſeven days, and give thee light and un- 
derſtanding. | | 


The divine wiſdom and power is diſtinct 
from all creatures. I know very well what I 
ſay, and therefore I ſpeak it boldly; for I had 
reaſon, and could; reaſon as other men, con- 
cerning God, and the things of God, of whom 
I had heard and read; and ſpoke againſt his 
way, before I knew what it was, as many * 

| do, 


1 
do, and before I knew the truth of God as a 
director of mankind, or that the Lord Jeſus 
- Chriſt is that truth and informer, 


Some men argue very perverſely by their 
reaſon, or what they call ſo; which being bat- 
| fled and depraved through ſenſual luſts, is en- 

flaved and made ſubſervient to the accom- 
pliſhment of them, ſo that they mean ſenſu- 
ality when they ſay reaſon, 0h 


Now I would have all you young ones to be 
careful and circumſpect, for it is for your ſakes. 
that J am thus concerned at this time, that 
you may all truſt in the living God, and not 
lean to your own underſtandings, as natural 
creatures, but embrace the truth freely, and 
be not aſhamed of the heart-tendering work of 
it in you: for he that is aſhamed of the work 
and word of God, rejects it, and that eternal 
life that comes by him; and of him will the 
Lord be aſhamed, and will reje& him in that 
day, when all nations ſhall ſtand before the 
dreadful throne of his eternal judgment, to 
receive ſentence and reward, according as their 


works have been. 


I would have you conſider, therefore, your 
own minds, with all the faculties and proper- 
ties of them, and your own thoughts, and 
know them, and what you receive for truth in 
that ground: ſeek for a more certain and ex- 
cellent guide and director, ſomething that can 
inform your underſtandings with certainty, that 
will rectify all errors in you, and bring you 

forth in his own image, in the nature of the 


Lord 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt: your minds will then come 
to be inveſted, endued, and adorned with all 
the powers of the croſs, againſt your animal 
corruptions; the ſweet properties and qualities 
of the human nature of the Son of God you 
will be partakers of, and of the divine nature 
in him: you will love God above all, you will 
love all mankind, and hate none: you will be 
focial, for in the Son of God are all the per- 
fections of the human nature exalted and glo- 
rified, and in him are hid all the treaſures of 
. wiſdom and knowledge, the fulneſs of the 
Godhead ſubſtantially or eſſentially. I ſhall 
kherefore direct, and leave you unto him. Look 
to you own ſtanding and perſeverance, that 
o you' may be united unto God, that he may 
become your life, and you live in him, and 
with him, for evermore. To God, therefore, 
F fay; and to the word of his grace, to the con- 
duct of divine wiſdom, love, and goodneſs, 
which leadeth in the way of righteouſneſs and  ___. 
holineſs; I deſire to leave you, and reſfign'my> 
ſelf, that we all may be transformed into the — 
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i image of God, and ſing praiſes unto him, 
„ whillt here.in this. preſent world, and in that 
| which is to come, Thankſgiving, and honour; 
[5A 

1 © dominion, and glory, unto him who is worthy, | 
A Lak "ta now 1 to oo eternity,” 


